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The ways of Heav'n are dark and tene, 
Puzzled in mazes, and perplex'd wich errors; „ 

Our underſtanding traces them in vain, VVV ; 

Loft and bewilder's in the fruitleſs ſexrchy— ' © © oY 

Nor ſees with how much art the windings run, = 2 or 

| Nor where the regular confuſion ends. DE IR 
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« The bay-trees in Dog ate e 5 og 
And meteors fright the fixed ſtars of Heaven; 212 
The Lip ns moon looks vote onthe eas, 25 
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T was in the month or Auguſt, 
metropolis of France was the ſcene 
of atrocities the moſt diſgraceful that 
Sy a civilized 

vol. EK ooh . nation, 


_—_ 


S n __— Cn OA — RY AHN nme 
#9 * -- 5.4 4 * 


5 VERONTCA, 


-” 


nation, that the family of Mr. Cla- 


veritis; " Engliſſt clergyman of 


conſiderable fortune, on their return 


from a two years reſidence on the 


Continent, found themſelves in Paris. | 


It will be readily ſuppoſed, that no- 


thing leſs than abſolute neceſſity could 


lead any perſon to voluntarily viſit 


this city at a criſis ſo truly alarming: . 
the dangerous illneſs of a daughter, 
whom Mr. and Mrs. Clavering had 


leſt in England, was the occaſion, of 


the preſent j journey, which they were 
n with all poſſible diſpatch, 
as the letters which cauſed it to be 


5 undertaken expreſſed apprehenſions 
that, unleſs Miſs Clavering s diſorder. 
took a favourable turn, all their ex- 
. would be vain, and the 


unhappy 


1 vaRontea/— 3 
"__ py” parents only arrive in Eng- | 


land to be informed of the iremedi- i 
e their beloved child. 


The delays f. for proper ab: at 
' the different” municipal towns in their 
| route; at this time peculiarly tedious 

to every one, were of courſe doubly 
ſo to our travellers; ; and when they 
arrived in Paris, and found the ex- 
treme difficulties they had to encoun- 
ter, and the tedious examinations to 
undergo, words cannot do juſtice to 
their diſtreſs: It was evening when 
they artived in that city, and they 
found from the poſt-maſter that they 
muſt - -unavoidably ſleep there, as no 
paſſports were granted, unleſs those 
"0 requiring them appeared per- 
"mt ena, 


5 VERONICA. 
| Re" and chat during the day- | 
time. It was in vain, Mr. Clavering 
_ urged the peculiarity: of his ſituation; 
nothing could be effected without a 
due attention to forms: the party 
were conſequently obliged to-alight, 
and compoſe themſelves as well as 
they could under thoſe unpleaſant 
circumſtances. Mr. Clavering had 
been aware, previous to the journey 
he was about to take, that there would 
be ſome difficulties in proceeding ſo. 
rapidly as might be wiſhed; 3 but had 
never once entertained an idea of their 
extent. The confuſed ſtate of things 
in che capital was alſo of courſe 
: known to him; but he Joon, found, 
that there the utmoſt extent of. his 
n had; Hife but a weak repteſent⸗ 
E ˙ 
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ation of the tires which really 
. exiſted. The poor perſecuted nobi- 
ity, and unhappy eceleſiaſtics, were 
flying from every quarter, which 
ſerved to redouble the vigilance of 
the poſt-maſters, as they gratified the 
mob by delivering up thoſe innocent 
perſons to their blind and ungoverna- 
ble fury, and at the ſame time effec- 
_*tually* ſecured themſelves and their 
families from  infult and f ure 


te esd Fon quaint ; 165 
the maſter of the poſt-houſe, that he 


would do well to inquire about paſf- 
ports that evening, as the perſons, 


inveſted with the power of granting 


| them, would not be led to entertain 150 


we Foes ſuſpicions, 'an early 
Henblb 123 | application 


vrnontes . 1 


rigate into the perſons and motives 
of the travellers, It was a long time 
before Mrs. Clavering could be pre- 
vailed upon to conſent to her huſ- 
band's Poing out at ſo late an hour; 
nor was it till the poſt- maſter had given 
her the moſt ſolemn aſſurances that, 
With a national cockade, he would he 
in perfect ſeev: ty, chat ſhe could _- 


brought t agree 80 ſuch 2 1 
Alfter promiſing a ſpeedy return, . 
QClavering quitzed che botth, accom- | 
panied by a perſon to direct him to 
Dogs! pal and one of his on 
n ae lady's e Eb 
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application giving fill time to inveſ- 
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N to his aMicted jwiſe ; evEr 
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Ae of her woman to compoſe 
her ſpirits was ineffectual, as, indeed, 
might be expected; for all the good 
intentions of the officious Abigail 
were in a manner circumvented by 
her own fears, which ſhe could not 
avoid expreſſing amidſt the, confola- 
tion which ſhe appeared ſo anxious to 
adminiſter, and details of the horrid 
:mafſacres which: had been; gommutted 


in Paris that very day, the Particu⸗- 


lars of Which, although her limited 


acquaintance with the French - 
guage had only allowed her to be 


imperfectly acquainted. with, het ſhe 


recounted. with PEE > 


| huſband dat ma moment $20 


= - VERONICA. ; 

N ur elapſed, and Mr. Cla 
yeriog did not OAPPRAR: during this 
interval, lengthened by torturing ſuſ- 
penſe, the fears of Mrs. Clavering 
were augmented by diſtant ſhouts of 


exultation, and reflections of fire on 
the chimnies on the oppoſite ſide of 


the e way, as if from ſome buildi 8 
in gem 8. s. The horrid yells conti- | 
nued, , ad Mrs. Clavering's fears 
failed: Ne © to ſuggeſt the idea of her | 


n 
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us authors of then.. 005 
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"If fuck alarins were ied! by 
he noiſe of a diſtant tumult, what 
muſt have been the feelings of *this 
wretched. woman, and her attendant, 
8 þ © when 
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VERONICA. „„ 9 


when they: were convinced that the 
alarming diſcord moſt undoubtedly 
approached them ; and, on lifting up 
the curtain, perceived an immenſe 
crowd, armed with a variety of wea- 
pons, and many of them wielding 
liglited torches, and ſinging, or rather 
howling, in the moſt dreadful man- 
ner! This impetuous tide rolled 
quickly towards the poſt-houſe.” Mrs. 
Clavering, unable to ſupport herſelf, 
funk upon a ſofa, not daring to ap- 
proach the Wind, or again turn her 8 
eyes towards it; the idea of Mr. Cla- 
vering weltering 3 in his blood gained 
full poſſeſſion of her mind. In this 
ſtate of miſery ſhe was rouſed by a 
3 ſhriek om 1 8 whoſ Cl bad! her | 


half *Y 
thlivible to 8 diftraged Mrs. Cla - 
vering, made her turn igyoluntardy 
towards the window, where ſeveral 
heads, ſqualid and ghaſtly, affixed 


————— „ and aud 
| rounded by blazing | 

ber eyes. They paſſed a e 
ſuch a combination of 

- it is impoſſible to conceive could 
be heard in any other place than the 


_ 1nfemal regions! So violent was the 
er occaſioned by this dreadful 


IS: = ſpectacle, 


from the ſofa to the carpet, totally | 
ſenſeleſs; nor was the ſituation of the 
lerriſiecl Abigail leſs diſaſtrous, for, 


either of afliſting her a _ calle. 
iog in any other perſon to her re- 


* FP * 
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The ga ira's at length-became gra- 
dually leſs diſtinct; and vhen y heard 
in diſtant murmurs, the frightehed | 
yaiting woman muſtered up reſolution 
mulous voice, that her miſtreſs) was 
dying, | A'mian's figure appeared in 
———— ntiroom. and drew 


3 6 . near. 


= * 
> b = is & 
8 68 je <A 3 
* 


fear; it immed eee to. has, 

| lac: a-ftraggler- from the mob had 
entered with an intent of. robbing, 
r- murdering any traveller he might 
meet ne Sttuck with his —_ 
uſe every 1 f | 3 ane 

5 ee amid! Lnlonbbcs; to recol-. 
led, both for Mrs. Clavering and 

- herſelf, when her apprehenſions were 
_ agreeably- relieved by the voice of 

| honeſt Thomas, whom Mr. Clavering | 
had- commiſſioned: to wateh in the | 
antichamber, leſt any ching ſhould 
cur. to diſturb his miſtreſs. Al- 
though the: tones of poor Thomas 

were not capable of inſpiring his 
| 1 N fellow ſervant witlr confi- 
mw 04 0. 


VERONICA. 
; cs ber they proclaimed a an 


under the influence of fear, yet bis 


preſence was ſome conſolation to hels, 
and enabled her to render  affiftanice 
to the yet inſenſible Mrs. Clavering, 
who+lay upon the carpet apparentiy 
lfeleſs, and almoſt without pulſation. 
They immediately placed her upon 
he ſofa; and; after ſome hartſnorn and 
water were adminiſtered to her, ſne | 
n mag Oe” "1 ry cg 8 oj FL 
Abel be come?" een the. A207 * 
a Jo ovilivnnzgs nioai N 01 2558099 
ee Alas I og. Madam”: 
the. ſervants; ; but they had dee 
ſpoken when footſteps: were heard in 
the adjoining apartment, andi theß 
beheld Mr. Clavering enter, ſupport- 
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VERONICA. 
ing upon his arm a young female, 
wrapped in à long cloak, to all ap- 
pearance more dead than alive. Mrs. 


3 


Clavering's joy on ſreing him was 


— his preſence; alone 
the. Ade of ED attentive . 


vants;; for | the was aſſured ak his © 


being 1 and in — 12 1 5 i &2 
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The appearance of "_ e 


man, who accompanied Mr. Clavering, 


was highly incereſting, and her coun- | 
tenance ſo ſtrikingly expreſſive of the 


t acute agony of mind, thae it 


7 from the bands of eurderrs. 
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- The compaſſion we feel for perſons 
* circumſtances ſodiſtrefling, is ſuch, 
chat we are inſtantaneouſiy led to 
| forget ür auhile our on forrows, 
Such was the caſe wich Mrs. Clavering, 
who for a moment appeared to loſe 
the recollection of her own unpleaſant 
. ſituation, in reflecting 1 chat of 

the unhappy — 


= Mr. ed perceiving the de- 
gree of intereſt which his lady had 
taken in the diſtreſſes of his young 
companion, without difficulty con- 
ceived the deſire ſhe muſt have to 


be made acquainted with her hiſtory 
he therefore defired Abigail, in a 
low voice, to attend the young lady 
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« Nought is is there under heav'n n's wide  bollowne 
That moves more dear compaſſion of the mind, _ 


CY 
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incident which had Sccurted bd. 


W 5 


* 


was dong; % bur of 4 a natur ng 

reſting, £ that I 

lay the Mae of it 22 = 
i 

reader. 
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166 VERONICA. „ 
He had ſcarcely quitted his hotel, | 
where he left Mrs. Clavering, before 
a loud confuſion of eries, at a ſmall 
diſtance, but which appeared to draw 
Sh gradually nearer, convinced him that 
a mob approached. He immediately 
5 begged the guide to turn down a 
bt ſmallet ſtreet, in order to avoid the 
contemplation af the objects. of hor- 
„ Which he was well aware muſt 8 
| | unavoidably meet his eye if he faced | 
the crowd; but no conſidergtian 
” would tempt the obſtinate fellow t to 
relinquiſh the gratification | of ſeeing 
the ſights, and, inſtead of diſplaying 
f the ſmalleſt alarm, h he exclaimed, mth 
a 3 | 
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the crowd drew near, and the Mar- 
ſelois hymn, with the dreadful pairs 
b eee ee extent of ; 
horror. S iet gg 


iel . 


yu” * © / ; Py oy 
277 Pan Lot a4; 38 1 | 
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ee wp the leaft attention 
0 Mr, Clavering; his guide miſberl 
into the crowd, and - would: gladly 
have perſuaded him alſo, to uſe his 
-was enough for Mr. Clavering to be 
compelled to witneſs at a dif 
ſpectacles ſo terrible; therefore pla- | 
RAO of a 


VERONA. 
until the dreadful proceſſion paſſed 
away ;—he learned, from the ſhouts of 
the people, that amongſt the heads 
were thoſe of the Count and Counteſs 
de Chattelherhault, two perſons who 
n been employed at Court, and 
wer diſcovered making an attempt 
to eſcape from Paris. This. had ſo 
a ed the populace, that, wi th- 55 
evenltallowing them che fiock 
| 'willrcoiomary en ac in de 
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3 Ha A his ſervant 
waited: raiconf derable time after the 

erovud had diſappeared, in en 

Bb dle guide would return, and conduct ä 

ithem: to the officer of the police but 

ino one appeared; the ſtreets” ſeemetl 

% 5 deſerted; 
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— deſerted; * had h the _ 
ceſſion. 940 eit en ur, 
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Hopes of Ma being now at 
an end for this night, with the greateſt 
anguiſh of mind Mr. Clavering quitted 
the Rue de St, in order to re- 
turn to the poſt-houſe, without having 
en in the ſmalleſt degree, the 
next ml 8 Journey, not doubting: _ 
find his way back. He Wine en 
ral ſtreets, which he imagined he had 
been led through before, without diſ- 
covering that he had taken the wrong 
turning; a view of the Seine, how- 
ever, with ſeveral avenues of trees Lu 
on its banks, and the lofty walls of 
an n gardens! nnn. d 

SLE = „ bim | 


| _—_ VERONICA. 
him of che miſtake. To turn desk 
. was now likely to be of but little 
uce; beſides, he imagined he was 
| | acquainted with the walk | near the 
| river, and that it led to a bridge, > 
from- whence the way to the hotel 
would be perfectly known to him. 
the ſervant, they continued their walk 
along the avenue, and ſoon fancied, on 
looking up the river, that through 
the gloom of night they could diſcern 
a maſſy body upon the water, . 
Tous undoubtedly be 15 _ 
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| _ ety they were rouſed by a female | 


wice, which called to them, in the 


| ' VERONICA 5 
The cries of female diſtreſs. were 
at all times ſufficient to intereſt the 
manly ſenſibility: of Mr. Clavering 1 
but in ſuch a night of horrors as this, 
they appeared to have a double claim 
upon kis humanity. The woman; 
who chus excited their attention 's was 
| ſtanding at an open door in the gar- 
NS to the avenue. 101 


Abe JL 311 


e If any pity inhabits your FO 
ford}? exclaimed: they as ſhe behild 
them approaching, for Heaven's 
fkeftop! Here is a young lady dying 
perhaps, with your aſſiſtance, N may 
be enabled to do nt for her.“ 


* 14 1 


wi an addreſs as "oY and uttered | 
in accents the moſt melaneholy, had 
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and follow 
merchouſe, where, extended on a 


With his Counteſs, had, v 1 N js 


4 24 ©» VERONICA, 


an effect upon Mr. Clavering, which 
did honour to his feelings. He heſitated . 
vot a moment to enter the garden, 
2d: his petitione r to a = 


garden- chair, he beheld; by-the light 
of a lamp, a moſt elegant. young wo- 
man; the colour had entirely forſaken 
her cheeks; nor could he have be- 
lie ved her to exiſt, but from the 3 
alertion of the. — 


be. now "perezined to gd an en 5 


dance 


Gu «i; Hex Was ee 


formed, that the young lady beſore 


him was the only child of the Count 


de Chattelhethault, who, together 
n the 
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| VERONICA. ET -- 
va hour, been lee, L 2 hin | 


« * ET what can I do for her? 
cried (rings: 1% f ents 

© Remove FIR to ſome place of | 
ſafety,” ,” anſwered the unhappy woman, 
« and, Heaven will reward you! 
Perhaps,” added ſhe, for ſhe perceived 
by his. broken French that he. was a 
foreigner, and alſo obſerved his tra- 
velling- -dreſs, 5 Perhaps you are paſ- 
ſimng through Paris, and are about to 

depart from this unhappy country: 
if fo, for God's Take, be her con- 
quctor from afflicted Fr ranice.! She has 


no parent, no friend, to preſerve her 


from a fate the moſt dreadful ! What 
VOL. 1. «%% -: a 


A 
7 
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muſt become of her to-morrow! 
There are now no convents to pro- 
tect the deſtitute; and being one of 
noble birth, ſhe will be expoſed to 
every inſult A barbarity can in 
fick. 258 


- 


»* W 


—— 
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The idea of ſaving a fellow-crea- 

ture from miſery, is a ſenſation the 
moſt exquiſite that can poſſeſs the : 
human mind; and Mr. Clavering felt 
it here in ſuch full extent, that, : 
| without conſidering any of the dan- 
gers which might be the reſult of his 
undertaking, he promiſed to condudt 
the young lady into England, if it 
could by any means be effected. 
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b But whae,” Bid Key «is 4s be⸗ 
come of ü 


« Alas! Monſieur,“ returned the 
good old woman, my life is not in 
danger I ſhould thank them to take 
it; but my poor heart is faſt breaking ! 
Only fave her dear Mademoiſelle! 

and Ninon will bear all with patience.” 
Sobs and tears 5 would not "OO her to 
Proceed. l 


So much goodneſs of heart. was 
conſpicuous in the behaviour of this 
venerable woman, that Mr. Clavering 
would gladly have perſuaded her to 
accompany them to the hotel; but 
it was all in vain; — ſhe well knew how 
many difficulties he would have to 
O encounter 
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encounter, in protecting the young 
lady, without increaſing them by her 
preſence. 11 


| Mademoiſelle now w began t to revive; 
bur only to gaze, in the moſt vacant | 
manger, on the ſurrounding objects, 
without appearing to underſtand what 
was paſſing... Ninon perceiving} this 
partial return of ſenſibility, immedi- 
ately endeavoured to _ acquaint, her, 
that the gentleman before her would 


| conduct her from Paris, and that ſhe. 


muſt immediately prepare to accom- 
pany him. She looked at bim with 
gratitude, ; but only replied to Ninon 
h, 2 flood of tears, and an Sch; 
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Attempts to compoſe this unhappy 
ao were vain ; indeed poor Ninon 
was as little able to offer conſolation + 
as her young lady to receive it : all 
the faithful attendant had power to 
| ſay was, to ſupplicate, in the moſt 
earneſt 'manner, that ſhe would put 
herſelf under the protection of Mr. 
 Clavering. The mind of that gen- 
tleman was fo deeply engaged with 
the affecting ſcene before him, that; 
until the ſtriking of a clock reminded 
him how long he had been abſent 
from the poſt- houſe, the perſons 
he had left there, and their uncom- 
fortable ſituation ſeemed totally alie- 
nated from his memory. The recol- 
| C3 | lection 
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lection of them made him redouble 
his aſſurances of protection, and en- 


treaties that the young French Wo- 
. man would not heſitate to immedi- 


W ee him. N 


Uiged by theſe ſolie ita 1 Made- 
maiſelle, though ſcarcely ſenſible 


enough to clearly comprehend what 
was paſſing, aroſe, and, ſupported on 
one ſide by Mr. Clavering, and on 


the other by Ninon, quitted the Car- 


* and proceeded towards. the 


bridge, where Ninon, undert 


. that Mr. Clavering Was 1 ac- 
| quainted with the road, perſiſted _ 
ber reſolution of parting from them. 


The idea of a final ſeparation ſo at- 


| fected her, that ſhe had ſcarcely power 
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to ſalute the cold lips of her young 
lady, and inquire the name and coun- 
try of the ſtranger, to the care of 
whom ſhe was entruſted: nor would 
any | conſideration: have tempted: her 
to decline being of the party, but 
the igea that it might probably be of 
Prejudice to Mademoiſelle, as by in- 
creaſing the number. of travellers; 
Mr. Clavering and his family might 
be prevented from proceeding on 
their journey. She ſighed adieu, and 
ſtood upon the bridge ejaculating 
prayers for her young lady's ſafety, 
until the party were no abel viſible, 
and then haſtened, almoſt heart-bro- | 
ken, to the houſe of a ſon, who kept 
a ſmall ſhop i in a remote * of the 
city. 


V 


32 vx. 
x In the breaſt of Mademoiſelle this 
peaerting did not appear to awaken the 
leaſt ſenſe of feeling; for the conti- 
nued leaning upon Mr. Clavering 
1 nearly inanimate, whilſt the ſupport 
n tely received from Ninon was af- 
forded by Mr. C.'s ſervant. In this 
manner they proceeded without inter- 
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92 2 „Alas 1 poor Fun 
Almoſt afraid to know itſelf It cannot 5 
Be called our mother, but our grave : ; where nothing | 
But who knows nothing, i is once ſeen to ſmile ; 3 ; 
Where ſighs, and groans, and ſhrieks, that rend the air 


Are made, not rid; ; where violent forrow ſeems 


A modern ecſtacy; the dead man 8 knell | : : 
WIA PH 
* there ſcarce aſked for whom,” | 
C SaaxksEARE. 


As « Won as Mr. beet had in- 
formed his diſtreſſed wife of all that 
had occurred to him during the even- 
ins; he. ſent for. the poſt-maſter to 
a © S 8 inquire 


„ 
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inquire of him what was beſt to be 


done, in order to facilitate the getting 


paſſports, and to inform him of the 
deſertion of the perſon who ought to 
have guided him to the place where 
they were to be obtained. As theſe 


- were not times for complaining againſt 


any airs of the lower claſs of people, 
Mr. Clavering was as mild as poſſible 

in his accuſations of the man who 
had thus ill- treated him. The maſter” 
of the hotel, however, who was of 
the civil kind, and really poſſeſſed 
much humanity, with a conſiderable 
ſhare of the ancient French politeneſs, 

made many apologies, and even 


vent ſo far as to ſay, that he would 


wait upon the police-officers himſelf 


that evening, and do all in his power 
\ . 855 f 


5 0 
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- to promote their departure. He ac» 
cordingly begged the number of per- 
ſons to be mentioned | in the paſſport, 
and their reſpective. names ; and at 
the, fame. time informed Mr. C. 
that he was under the neceſſity of 
giving in the number of the party 
when they arrived at his houſe. This 
would have been an awk ward buſi- 
neſs, had not *. Clavering, aware 
of ſuch inte rrogations, previouſly ſet - 
tled in his own mind how they were 
0 be got over. 


85 A 3 1 of their tour, 
the Claverings had engaged, in Paris, 
a female ſervant, who was to be left 
there on their return; and Who ac- 
cordingly, as ſoon as the carriages had 
| F e 


4 | Kopp, only allowikg' als for the | 
1 poſt· maſter 's taking down the number 
| of the company, had tripped N N 
1 with her few moveables to her : 
1 lers. Under the name of this girl 
. Clavering imagined that Made 
mi.oiſelle might paſs undiſcovered, par- 
N ticularly as not one of the inhabitants 
of the poſt· houſe was acquainted with 
her arrival, or the perſon of the young | 
woman ſhe was to appear im the place 
of ; he therefore, without heſitation; 5 
informed the maſter of the houſe; 
that the number of his party was ex- 
actly the ſame as it had been on bis 
| arrival. 91 


„ e . e immediately ſet 
4 forwards on his errand; and Mr. r 


eturning to his wife's cha 
ber, informed her of the hopes which 
he now entertained: of their buſineſs 
being likely to proceed with the de- 
fired expedition. He alſo added a 
wiſh, that her woman might be cau- 
tioned not to mention the manner of 
Mademoiſelle's arrival, and that the 
young lady ſhould be prevailed upon 
to put on one of Abigail's dreſſes for 
the preſent, a4 more een to 5 
F © N n RY [| 
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D ring Mr. and Mrs. cue 8 
converſation on this ſubject, Abigail 
entered to inform them of the ſitu 
ation of the young perſon committed 
to her care. From her account they 
| found ſhe was much compoſed, and | 
tolerably 


* 
- 


gs rene 
talerably ſenſible ; but appeared to- 
tally unconſcious of the er of 


her coming to the place where the 
now was. This Abigail could not 


explain to her, being alto 


ſtranger to her ſtory. She w was PE 


able to aſſure her that ſhe was in a 


place of ſaſety, and under the pro- 
ps, of the oi of men. 


Abigail api 4 much intereſted 
in the misfortunes of Mademoiſelle, 


that her maſter, without heſitation, 


recounted} to her the particulars of 


her melancholy hiſtory, and himſelf 


gave the cautions. which he had re- 
queſted might be done by his Lady, 


Mrs. Clavering, being now. pretty 


well compoſed, upon Abigail's return 
= | to 


eee e tme 

panied her, and was there introduced 
as the wife of her protector. The 
poor young creature, who was undreſ- 
ſed, and in bed, made an effort to 
thank her for her kind attention; but 


was only able to do ſo by a look, 


which, indeed, conveyed more than 
the moſt expreſſive language poſſibly 
could have done. Mrs. Clavering, 
perceiving | that | ſhe was ſenſible, 
placed | herſelf on the bed, and, in 
the moſt tender manner, explained 
to her the ſituation in which Mr, Cla- 
vering had met with her, and their 
OT of rs her to e a 


4 . : 4 4 
* 


' Mademoiſelle, — had 1 now ac- 


we ſtrength to utter a few ſen· 
tences, 
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tences, returned, in the moſt pathetic 
language, her grateful: thanks, and 
readily aſſented to whatever precau- 
tions were neceſſary for concealing 

her departure from the Continent. 
The miſerable fate of her father and 


mother was known to her 3 for ſhe 
had been . for them in the 


garden at the moment they were 


ſeized by the populace; and Ninon 

was the meſſenger of their maſſacre, 
which intelligence had reduced her to 
the lamentable ſituation in which 


| Mr: Ons been called to hey | 
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A OY of eſcape from Paris had 


; Os concerted 150 the Chattelherbault 


TP 
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family for chat very evening: and the 
Count and Counteſs were on the point 
of joining their daughter in the pa- 
vilion, from whence a coach, ſtationed 
las they expected) in a neighbouring 
lane, the driver of which was pro- 
vided with a paſſport for three perſons, 
was to convey them from the-metro= 
polis. Either the coachman, who wab 
an ancient ſervant of the family, or 
ſome other of the domeſties in tlie 
ſeeret, had proved treacherous; for 
at the very moment when Monſieur 
and Madame Chattelherhault were 
departing from their hotel, the mob 
burſt in, and finding them ready ; 
equipped for travelling, and with 
ſeveral caſkets of valuables concealed 
Fad, | | 8 


1 
I 

l 

\ 


proceeded immediately to plunder it 


been left in chat horrid ſuustion, 


: o 
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on their perſons, without g 
them time to make the moſt trifting 
defence, inhumanly murdered them; 
and fixing their bleeding heads, upon 
ſquare before-the hotel, 


of every thing of value or conſe- 
quence. The bodies of the wretched 


ſufferers, ſtripped of all covering, 


expoſed to every ladecency, were 
thrown into. the open gallery an A 


more humane, or atleaſt more decent, 
 thanthereſt, thrown them into the area 
en a pile of urniture, which, being 


had 


| VERONICA, 
had ſet fire too, where they Ws, 
reduced to aſne s: 


Dreadful as the account of this 
maſſacre may appear, yet many others 
were committed at the ſame unhappy 
| period, attended with circumſtances 
of greater horror, 'T here were even 
inſtances of the bodies of thoſe un- 
happy victims to a miſled mob, being 
expoſed to the elements, indignantly 
caſt upon dunghills, or into the com- 
mon ſewer, and there left as a prey 


to the canine race] 


Youth, beauty, age, or infirmi- 
ties, were no preſervatives againſt 
ſuch terrible cataſtrophes ! 


Blind, 


| 

| 
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e, to what 


71 Wat of miſery ley plunged 


yourſelves Never 


or any other cou 
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Mas. CLA\ ERING. . 
an hour called from che: chamber of 
Mademoiſelle de Chattelherhault: by! 
the return of the goſt · maſter, whoſe; 
ſucceſs, it will be cal ſuppoſed, 
ſhe, was extremely a 

quainted with. He had been fortu-, 


* 


nate 


nate in his un i the party 
were to be allowed to proceed on their 
Journey, as Toon as it w 


3 light, the 


next morning ;—a call, however, at 


the police · office in the carriages could 


not be diſpenſed with, as it was ex- 


pe &ed that all travellers ou give 


in their own names. 


This intelligence 00 oned to the 


Claverings much uneaſineſs, as it was 


poſſible that Mademoiſelle might be 


known to the officer they were thus 


| under © Ty ages of ure with: 1 


denn. to deſert her, or to heſitate in 
doing any thing that might favour her 
eſcape, on which” ow 978 nm, 
e e eee 


5 f 


As ſoon as Monfieur Beiuvais, the 
poſt-maſter, had retired, Mrs. Cla- 
vering once more returned to the 
apartment of the unhappy cauſe of 
her anxiety, and communicated to 
her all that had paſſed, with the name 
ſhe was to give in when interrogated 

by the officer of the police, and every 
a Precaution wen try to be taken, 
, Maddie: was 155 a 
compoſed as could reaſonably be ex- 
pected, and alone expreſſed her grief 
for the difficulties which her protec- 
tors might plunge themſelves into 
by their endeavours to preſerve her. 
Mrs. Clavering, however, deſirous of 
rendering her as eaſy as poſſi ble, en- 

deavoured to * * (which, by 
the 
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the way, the almoſt feared to indulge) 
that no diſagreeable No 
were likely to be the Watte 


3 ; & AE 
The few hours which yet FIGS | 


of the night) were paſſed by our tra- 
yellers i in the moſt reſtleſs manner; 
| and | it was with throbbing hearts, and 
; the utmoſt anxiety, they entered the 
carriages at day. break the next morn- 
ing. Mr. and Mrs. Clavering, with 
Abigail, went in the firſt COnVeFance, 
and Mademoiſclle, in one of Abigail > 
| dreſſes, with the two men ſervants, in 
theo other. The party) was thus diſpoſed, 
0 in order to render the ſtop at the 
5 public-office ; as ſhort as poſſible ; for 
Abigail's, name being placed next to 


thoſe, of her x maſter and 13 
e 


1 
9 # 
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the dier ſhe of courſe would be 


called Aon immenlisten after them, 


x, 
3 


| Dreadful 8 the 8 of 
Mademoiſelle on paſſing, the ſtreets 


of Paris, which bore evident and in- 


numerable marks of the exceſſes of 


the preceding week. The hotels of 


the nobility defaced, many of them 


in ruins; the ſacred walls of the 


various convents ſilent and unte- 


nanted;ʒ not a matin-bell to be heard, | 


nor a ſingle, religious | ſeen taking 
the morning air! What a reverſe in 


the appearance of things to what ſhe 


had recollected but a few years be- 


fore ! The carriages rolled quickly on, 


and at length ſtopped at the office, 


The mmetetian were ſoon over. 
vor. 1 Rt „ 
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Poor Mademoiſelle, collecting all her 
fortitude, communicated her newly- 
adopted name without the ſmalleſt 
heſitation: it was, however, fortunate 
for the whole party that they were 
allowed to paſs without alighting ; for 
the trembling frame of the young 
woman, ſo ill agreeing with her ſteady 
tone, would have certainly betrayed 
ber to ſuſpicion. The firſt ſtages 
were ſoon performed; and as the 
vigilance of the poſt-maſters ſeemed 

to diminiſh in proportion to their diſ- 

tance from the metropolis, ſo the 

fears of our travellers e ſub- 
ſided into confidence. 


Mademoiſelle was in a few hours | 
1 in the velucle with Mr. and 
Mrs. | 
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Mrs. Clavering, who appeared, by 
their endeavours to ſooth the diſtreſſes 
of their afflicted companion, to for- 
| get, for a while, the melancholy oc- ; 4 
| cafion of their j journey. We are all, 
however, ſo prone to conſider our 
own ſufferings as ſuperior to thoſe of 
our neighbours, that the Claverings 
very ſoon recalled to their remem- 
brance the idea of their, perhaps, 
dying Maria, which was communi- 
cated to their fellow-traveller with = 0 
the melancholy anticipations which 
the fears of tender parents, in pas 
ſituations, never fail to ſuggeſt. | 


The expedition of our party ill 
agreed with their wifhes, as the 
French poſt-horſes, i in general poor, 

Eh D2 . 


* 
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were now ſo relaxed with the 1 N 


the ſeaſon, as to render their progreſs 
truly tedious, Patience, however, at 


| length brought them to Calais, where 
they found a packet in readineſs, and 
| very ſoon embarked.. Mr. Clayering, 


who was paſſionately fond of his chil- 
dren, felt exquiſite ſatisfaction when 
the white cliffs of Britain once more 
met his eye :—his Maria might be 


better — that ſweet deluder, Hope, 
 . would gladly inſpire his mind with 

ſuch an idea; at all events he ſhould 
very ſoon be releaſed from the tor- 


MM rack of OT 


The ee of Mademoiſelle Ve- 


ronica, as ſhe gradually moved from 


her native land, en never to 
| return, 


1 N 
3 
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retuth, were ſuch as cannot be de- 
ſcribed. © The mournful occaſion of 
her fad exile ruſhed upon her mind ; 
her murdeted parents appeared to 
her groaning under the agonies of 
death, pierced | with innumerable 
wounds; perhaps their bodies were 
yet without the covering of a little 
duſt to ſhelter them from inſult! | 
| Overwhelmed with ſuch melancholy 
rs ence the dimen mme her 


LE Tx: 


= was too much diſtreſſed to behold, 
with any thing like ſatisfaction, the | 
proſpect of our ſea-girt iſland, which 
now appeared with all the advantages 

of the moſt delightful ſeaſon. © The 
winding ſhores falling back with ele- 
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gant irregularity into various bays, 
che ſtupendous rocks, the delightful 
verdure of the country, were all be- 
. without « one emotion of ae 


WY 8 was . effected. The 
ben of being once more in the coun- 
try which contained their children, 
and where they ſhould ſoon be en- 
= falded in their embraces, had ſo good of 
an effect upon Mr. and Mrs. Claver- 
ing, that they got into the chaiſes, 
which were to convey them towards 
: London, i in better ſpirits than they 
had enjored for ſane time paſt. They 
were ſoon in town, where they learned 
ee yet ay and Ropes. 
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Mademoiſelle was now left under 


the care of an old houſekeeper, who 


reſided 1 in the family reſidence at the 
top of Piccadilly, and the glad Pa- 


rents hurried with beating hearts to- 


wards Hayes. They found their 


Maria, though very ill, and much 
| emaciated, yet infinitely better than 
they had dared to hope or expect, 


and. their other two daughters in per- 
ect health and ſpirits 


* 


We a OR FORE the young invalid 


| was removed from Hayes to Briſtol 


Hot Wells, attended by her mother 


and ſiſters. Mr. Clavering, in the 
meanwhile, | returned to London, 


where he had the felicity of finding 
Mademoiſelle „ by the kind * 
VVV 
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of the motherly Mrs. Sedgwick, who 
had been acquainted with her melan- 
choly ſtory both by her maſter and 
| the ſervants, very greatly compoſed, 
Mr. Clavering, immediately on his 
arrival in town, ſent meſſengers into 
the country, to give notice of his 
return to England, and to deſire that 
bis manſion-houſe might be immedi- 
ately. got in readineſs, When this 
and other neceſſary buſineſſes were ad- 
: juſted, he prepared to join Mrs, Cla- 
vering at Briſtol, to which place, as 
it had been agreed previous to his 
| quitting Hayes, he was accompanied | 
by Mademoiſelle de Chattelherhault. 
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2 e er eee ne 
«I weep upon thy grave, thy grave, my child, 

| Who ſhould'ſt have wepton mine. We deck thy tombs 
This, for the bridal bed. Thy parents 3 


To ſee thy | ,marriageday, thy father hop'd 8 
From the the grandſire 8 bs 8 85 Alas ! my ebe, 4 


| Death 'hath eſpous'd thee now, and be who! hop'd, 


Oh Mary | deareſt child! the grandlire 6 rae, leq 


„ 


From thee has ceas d to be a father now.“ 12 
r #7 9 * (From te Latin "RY 


— 


» 14 | 
ili 
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Tn E FRF occaſioned 3 the 
return of Mr. and Mrs. Clayering, 
ſeemed, for a while, to ſpread a _ 


.»] This: piece of. poetry is — from the 


kene 3 Mail. 54 8 


Ds _ ecitful 


"8 - onto. 

eitful gleam of convaleſcence on the 
1 pale cheek of the declining Maria; 
but, alas! her diſorder had gained 
too deep root for either medicine, or 
the tender aſſiduities of her friends, 
to overcome it. Two months of 
: ſuſpenſe were paſſed at Clifton by her | 
anxious parents, who appeared the 
only part of the family ſanguine 
enough to entertain the leaſt hope of 
her recovery. Fer progreſs to the 
pale vault was with ſuch gentle gra- 
dations, that one day ſcarcely ſaw her 


. worfe Umm he: had appeared « on that 


f nuns ol | ry 
X 5 _ Xn , : 


The attention of Mademoiſelle * L 
| the daughter of her protector rendered 
her of much value to the family, 
)) wn. 


_ - 59 
and inſpired the tender heart of 
Maria with ſo ſincere a regard, that 
no medicine was taken, or exertion 
uſed with half ſo much caſe as in the 
preſence; of this engaging foreigner. 
Thus, in ſome meaſure, did Veronica 
compenſate to the Claverings for the 


hazard they had run in conveying 


her from Paris, and their protection 


of her in a country, where of courſe 


ſne was unacquainted and unknown. 


During their continuance at Clif- 
n, the Claverings became gradually 


acquainted” with eyery anecdote. of 
M ademoiſelle de | Chattclherhault' IN 


lie, and. found that the. diſtreſs, oc 
caſioned by the ſad cataſtrophe of 
her facher and mother, was not the 

DS. oniy 
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66  vwzxonres, 
only affliction which embittered her 
tepoſe. She had a lover, to whom 
ſne was to have been united in à few 
; months, and for whom the tendereſt 
fs een bad . been entertained 

08 her. | e 1 e eee 
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-:dlzonat two years previous to ber 
be from France, he had ac- 
companied a ſick mother to Naples, 
from whence her laſt accounts had 

aſſured her that he ſhould depart in 
July, with the pleaſing hope of pre- 
ſenting to her, in Paris, the Marchi- 
oneſs, his mother, perfectly reſtored 
to health. The dangers which might | 
| ariſe to him in venturing to viſit the 

metropolis of France at ſuch a period, 
and the almoſt certainty that he would: 


— 


INR. Gr 
moke ch a an Wear den when he 
an inhabitant of mis the ſcene of | 
ſo much confuſion, affected Veronica 
in ſo ſeribus a manner, that Mr. Cla- 
vering was under much anxic 
her health, which appeared 
conſiderably from her diſtreſſes 0 hai 
therefore uſed his utmoſt endeavours 
to perſuade | her that her beloved 
Marquis would never attempt to viſit 
Paris; When he could not but be 
aware of the itnpoſſibility-of Eis ple. 
ſence being in the leaſt conducive to 
her ſafety. Perhaps he might ſtill be 
mn Naples, and 4 letter to Fim there 7 
pre vent him from expoſing himſelf t to 
almoſt inevitable deſtruction, by viſit” 
| 158 his country. (Hes ION COW SERA 
"= it W This 


dunn aue an ee " 85 
lover, acquainting him with the me- 
lancholy tranſactions which had taken 
Place at the hotel de Chattelherhault, 
and her ſubſequent eſcape, with many 
juſt encomiunis upon her preſerves | 
and his family. This letter ſhe di- 


5 rected to his hotel at Naples, requeſt- 


ing that, ſhould he have quitted; tg 
it might be forwarded to. whatever 
place he had ordered his letters to be 
The | attendance, of Mademoiſelle 
e the ſick Maria, who ſeemed to 
enjoy no happineſs without her com- 4 
pany, \ was not likely to prove bene · | 
| facial 


E . a 


| fa be heat ile the. ray. 
to the ee that ſhe ought not to 
be allowed to lead ſo ſedentary a life. 
Alarmed by this, Mr. Clavering beg - 
22 e to a _ or 
rides in the delightfut environs of the 
| Hot Wells; at the ſame time aſſuring 
Maria how neceſſary ſuch excurſions 
were to the health of her beloved 
The kind endeavours of Mr. Cla- 
vering had not, however, the wiſhed- 
for effect; for the only confolation 
of Veronica was in ſtriving to cheer 
the ſpirits of the young invalid, as by 
"0 ſhe not only paid the debt of 
oy 7 gratitude 


herſelf; from obſervation, which was, 

in the greateſt degree, acceptable to 
| her. She, however, frequently com- 

plied with the ſolicitations of her 
friends, and accompanied them in 
their excurſions; but the moſt lonely 
and ſecluded ſcenes were only thoſe 3 
which ſhe freq vented with datisfadtion, 
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The be⸗ Wee neee 
Clifton muſt ſtrike every beholder 
with admiration, but undoubtedly 
loſes much of its effect from the 
by a 3 MARY inyalids which every walk, 
preſents... Perhaps, this might not ſo ; 
$4 ſeriouſſy affect Veronica, as it did 
thoſe viſiters in , poſſeſſion of full: 
5 ſpirits; for when thafaded, 
form 


1 1 * 47 20 | 


borm of youth and beauty preſented 
itſelf, with every ſymptom of ap- 
proaching diſſolution, ſhe” appeared, 
in ſome meaſure, to forget her own 
ſorrows in calling to her recollec- 
tion the grief of thoſe parents who 
were ſoon' to be rendered childlefs, 
and be bereſt of all the pleaſing hopes 
reſi ulting from an expectation of h p- 
pineſs in the future eſtabliſhment of 45 
_ their beloved offspring: thus, in the 
contemplation! of che miſeries of our 
fellow- creatures, we forget our on, 
and find a momentary wal 
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: nee wii withour reapin g 
= cacy,” 2 the. an- ſet forward 
_— towards 
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N Wards their ſeat at Hampton - Park, 
in FER ſhire, where they arrived late 
in October. Maria experienced no 
ill effects from the journey, which 
was performed with as little buſtle as 
poſſible; and even for a few weeks 
after it, hopes were entertained of her 
recoyery. But, alas ] this calm 
only the prelude to the laſt ſad fone. ; 
her complaints increaſed. ſuddenly, 
and a few days put an end to; the 
hopes and f: 2 rde 
1 me, be 


* 


_ — Chriſtmas was con- 
a0 tly ſpent by the fan ily. 
umpton-Parks who, however, * 
moved ta London the, ſecond week 
1 tl as Mr. n well 


EW... .. | knew 


| VERONICA. 567 
knew that the ſolitude of the country, 
and the ſpot where every object re- 
minded them of the loſt Maria, were 
ill calculated to inſpire that compo- 
ſure, which duty tells us it is proper 
1 uſe every method of en 


T wo. een were aids let to 
Mr. and Mrs. Clavering, and theſe 
became, if poſlible, more dear to . 
them after their late loſs. They 
were, indeed, fine girls; Frances, the 
eldeſt, was now in her ſeventeenth. 
year, and poſſeſſed of that amiability 
of diſpoſition, the inſeparable atrend= 

ant. upon a benign heart, which 1 irre- 
ſiſtibly draws an univerſal eſteem. 
Her. ſiſter, who was but one year 
younger, was ore * in manner, 
and 
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and haſty in temper; but at the ſame 


time poſſeſſed of ' innumerable good 
qualifications, Both theſeyoung women 
were much attached to Mademoiſelle, 


and remembered her attention to 
their: beloved Maria with fo much 
gratitude, that they endeavoured, by 


every means in their power, to diſ- 


perſe her melancholy, and inſpire 
ſome e of comfort. 
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2 Fanny POO 7 the ae faſci- 


 Einating tenderneſs and ſympathy, to 
conſole! her afflition, and! to inſpire 
hopes chat the Marquis was in ſafety, 
and would yet be reſtore 


: toher; whilſt 
ailadelphia endeavoured, with her 


pleaſing vivacity, to drown all re- 
membrance of paſt misfortunes, in 


5.2 „ : = 8 which 


% 


vr K. 6g 


which, by her ſprightly bon mots, ſhe 
very frequently ſucceeded. Fanny, 
however, was the confirmed favourite, 
and her diſpoſition ſo exactly conge- 
nial with that of Veronica, as to lay 
the foundation of the tendereſt at- 
tachment. | 


C HAP. VI. 


ce Sic viſum Veneri, cui placet impares | 
Formas atque animos, ſub juga ahenea, 


ö 0 8 vy 
Szvo 8 8 cum joco. 


Horace, Ode 33, 


« Turtles and FOE of different hues, unite, 


And gloſly jet is pair'd with 8 white.“ 
F | Pork. 


Six months had now elapſed ſince 
the arrival of Veronica in England, 
55 and more than four ſince her letter 
2 was diſpatched to Naples, yet no in- 
formation whatever had reached her. 
It 


YERONICA. 7. 
It was her daily practice to peruſe 
both the Engliſh and French news- 
papers, from which! although the 
found only melancholy accounts f 
the continued barbarities committed 
in her bleeding country, yet ſne re- 
ceived a degree of ſatisfaction, by 
perceiving that no mention whatever 
was made of the family of her be- 
loved Marquis. This ſhe looked 
upon as an aſſurance that they had 
never returned to France; and from 
thence was led to indulge the pleaſing 
hope that her letter might reach them 
in Italy. This reflection conſiderably 
ſoothed her diſtreſs, and almoſt 
tempted her yet to look forwards to 
years of happineſs with the n, ob- 
ne of her MO: 

The 


—_ 


72 vnn, . 
The affliction of Mrs. Clavering 


5 for the death of her Maria had gra- 


dually ſubſided by the month of 

February, and ſhe: again mingled in 
the | buſy circle of faſhion. Party 
ſucceeded party, and Mademoiſelle, 
being in a manner compelled to attend 
her in viſiting, was inſenſibly engaged 
in a round of company and amuſe- 
ments, which did but ill agree with 
5 Sher: Jer Os Pi oo 
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4 ak ſeldom accompanied his lady 
to the ſcenes of gaiety ſhe frequented, 
never by any ſigns of diſapprobation 
interfered with her parties or engage- 
ments; yet could not but: perceive, 


. ! with ſilent regret, the backwardneſs 


with 


EY j 


1 which Veronica FERN we" ſuch a 


conſtant ſeries of diffipation ; ; he, 
however, forbore to hint any thing 
of this kind to either of the ladies, 
flattering himſelf that, contrary to his 
expectations, a variety of company 
might have a en effect. ; 

| Judging from the en good 
qualities and amiability of Mr. Cla- 


vering, that he could not poſſibly 
make choice of a partner in life, who 
was not, in ſome degree, ſimilar to 


himſelf in diſpoſition, Veronica had 


hitherto regarded his Lady inthe moſt 


fayourable light, and with the warmeſt 
eſteem; her true character, however, 
now began to develope itſelf, and 
Mademoiſelle * to her utter 

vol. I. 3 amazement, 


amazement, that her temper was in 
every thing as totally different from 
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that of her huſband as poſſible. The 
union of this couple, it is neceſſary 
to inform the reader (and inſtances of 


the ſame kind, I dare ſay, have before 


been known to him) was not an union 
of love, but of convenience. Miſs 


Clavering (for Mrs. C. together r with 


property, conferred her name) had 
an immenſe fortune. Edward Sherard 


was the younger ſon of a large family, 
and of courſe not provided for in the 
moſt ample way. Their mothers 


| were related, and Mrs. Clavering, 
who was guardian to her daughter, 
| was ſo much attached to the Sherards, 

. that it Was one of her warmeſt 


% 


E SOOT O20 x: wiſhes 


* VERONIDAL —— 
1 that the two families ſhould 
be united in the neareſt manner. 


_ Charles Sherard; the eldeſt fon, 
was the man this old lady fixed upon 
| as her ſon-in-law; but Miſs Clavering; | 
always preferring her own opinion, 
thought proper to decide for herſelf, 
and conſequently placed her affec- 
tions upon Edward, the youngeſt. 
Violent in every thing ſhe undertook, 
her paſſion, for her couſin knew no 
bounds, but was ſignified by all her 
actions; to her mother, who was her 
: confidant, ſhe made no reſerve z and 
Mrs. C. was too fond of the Sherards, 
and too indulgent; to her daughter, 
to raiſe any oppoſition to her attach= 
ment, or expreſs the leaſt diſſatisfac! 
| E2 


tion 


* 
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tion//beeauſe Charles was not the 
| MEFS of her choice. 10 


od bende r tis ce between Meſdames 


Clavering and Sherard ſoon ſettled 


matters: the latter undertook to in- 
ſpire Edward with the idea that he 
might be acceptable to his couſin; 
and the former departed with aſſu- 
rances to her daughter, that the man 
of her choice had long beheld her 


with the tendereſt affection, Xt and. that 


only the fear of being rejected had 
prevented him from e himſelf 


at her feet. -- 


This information, which the admi- 


rable fertility of Mrs. Clavering's 
imagination had ſupplied, | gratified 


4 8 Ai 
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the paſſion of her daughter, and made 
her wait, with the utmoſt 1 impatience; 
for the happy moment when her dear 
Edward ſhould avow his love. Things, 
however, were not ſo eaſily adjuſted 
with the Sherards; nor was it until 
after the moſt carneſt ſolicitations of 
a parent, whom he tenderly loved, and 
whoſe happineſs he really preferred 
to his own, that he could be brought 
to comply with _ waſhes, 22515 14 4t2: 
The young perſons e e, 
and an union was ſoon concluded. 
Edward was then in his twenty-fifth 
year, and his bride in her twenty 
ſecond. The vindictive ſpirit of 
Mrs. Clavering being in ſome mea- 
| E 3 ſure 
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VERONICA. 
f to her huſband, Previous 


| to their! marriage, made him come to 


a reſolution of never interfering with 


her, eicoptiog where propriety ren- 
dered it abſolutely neceſſary; and a 
perſeverance in this conduct was at- 
tonded with ſuch conſequences, 
| that, at the time of Mademoiſelle's 
appearance in the family, they had 


paſſed eighteen years togecher, in a 
manner much more comfortable than 
in general is to be expected from a 


match entirely brought n . the 


W — of 1 x 


1 3 
111 1 


enn 15 re that, atthe 
time of Veronica's introduction to 


the e of the Claverings, the 
vn 1 | 82 * miſtreſs 


i p 
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. VERONICA, - 79 
miſtreſs of it, who was doatingly fond 


of her children, was ſuffering under 


the moſt porgnant affliction for the 


| Ainefs of a favourite daughter, in- 
creaſed by the fears incident to a 


journey through! a country, the ſeat 


of inforreQion and diſturbance ; and 


that, after her arrival in England, 
many months were ſpent in the ſick 
room of Maria, and in ſorrow for her 


death. Theſe were not ſcenes where 


Mrs. Clavering ing had any opportunity 


of diſcovering her unhappy tempe- 


rature ; it cannot, therefore, be won- 


dered at that Mademoifelle ſhould 
long remain ignorant of it; beſides, 
whatever degree of irritation was per- 
3 might juſtly be accounted 


ES . for 


80 VERONICA. 


for by, and attributed to, anxiety for 
her afflicted child. Time, however, 
as it, by degrees, banilhed the remem- 
brance of Maria from the boſom of 
her mother, reſtored the natural tone 
of her diſpoſition, which, after a ſhort 
period, entirely emerged from the 
ſoft cloud i in which ſorrow had enve- 
e R. 


8 i the utmoſt diſtreſs that 
poor Mr. Clavering beheld the daily 
alteration in the temper of his wife; 
for he had flattered himſelf that the 
diſtreſs occaſioned by the loſs of 
Maria, would have been the means of 
; meliorating a diſpoſition which, with- 
out 1 5 to the poſ- 

13 . 


ſeſſor, never failed to render all around 
her miſerable. Fears alſo, leſt Vero- 
nica ſhould" experience any ill effects 
from the bad temper of Mrs. Cla- 
vering, muc increaſed the concern 
of this amiable man; for her patience 
| and fortitude, under the moſt terrible 
misfortunes, and the pleaſing grati- 
tude which every part of her conduct 
diſplayed, had ſo won upon him, 
that he almoſt appeared to el 12 
with paternal affection. 


Notwithſtanding theſe apprehen- N 
ſions of Mr. Clavering. yet his wife, 
though without reſtraint, in the pre- 
ſence of Mademoiſelle, ſhe vented her 


ſpleen upon the domeſtics, {till con- - 
x5 5 tinued : 
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Fr's was now V Jans, and the ths” | 
verings again retired to Hampton- 
Park, where the ſummer inſenſibly 
8 wore away without any information 
whatſoever to Veronica. Deſpond- 
ency would often find its way to her 
; boſom ; but only to the gentle Frances | 
did ſhe breathe her complaints, and 2 
TILES aſnile 


„ VERONICA» 

a ſmile often gilded her countenance, 
when agonies, the moſt. n 
n upon her heart. 3 


1 The ſolitude af 1 country, te: 
notwithſtanding: frequent: viſits, Hamp- 
ton-Park might juſtly be deemed 
ſuch after the buſy crowd of Lon- 
don, vas ſome relief to her; beſides, 
it gave her innumerable opportunities 
of being, alone with F anny, and of 
repeating her fears for the fafery of 
the dear Marquis de Pontneuf, with 
| the whole ſtory of her grief, which 
A never failed drawing, tears from. her 
compaſſionate auditor, and at the ſame 


8 time yielding a degree of conſolation 


to the narrator z for the amiable Fanny, | 


E eager to dimpate the -apprehenſl ions 


VERONICA. 95 

ol bet Veronica, was-always. ready to 
repeat hopes that Pontneuf might 
5 * be reſtored to her; and to re- 
mind her that, had he ſuffered in 
Paris; ſhe moſt certainly would have 


ee of ha: Sid 


6 
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ment c tes filled entirely through 


choice, were alone the only things 
from which Mademoiſelle received 
any thing like fatisfaction ; for, ever 
occupied with her grief, ſhe appeared 
totally inſenſible of the admiration 
wazich ſhe had awakened during her 
reſidence in town, and now did not 
* to mee, in the way they 5 
81 TE, | 5 e f 


Vere intended, the afliduities of Mr. 
anville, a neighbouring gentleman 
of fortune, and conſtant 'viſiter at 
Hampton-Park. He was no ſtranger 
to the hiſtory of Veronica, and the 
anxiety ſhe was under for a lover to 
whom ſhe was tenderly attached ; yet 
ſo ungenerous, or- ſelf-opinionated, 
See hae by peneewlanre 
he Ir. ae * aug ere 


di Clevikig had Flog lee | 
7 the growing attachment of Glanville, 
for he had been frequently with the 
family 1 in town, and always particular 
in his attentions to the charming 
emigrant but he had contemplated 


in ſilence, uovilling to increaſe the 
diſtreſſes 
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diſtreſſes of Veronica by the intro 
n 4 a ſubject. The caſe; 
however, now was different, and 
necefſity uA a conduct which he 
had lately been ſo averſt to ;-- for 
Glanville applied to him, ſoliciting 
him to mention propoſals of marriage 
to her; and notwithſtanding aſſurances. 
that all applications would be vain, 
al perſiſted, prepofſeſſed with an 
idea that no woman could be ſo in- 
ſenſible to merit as to overlook his 
attractions, or ſo fooliſh as to waſte. 
her life in lamenting a lover, who, if 
ever reſtored to her, would of courſe 
be deffituce of I s and fortune. 


Fos different were the 15 of 
Veronica, and how guilty ſhe would 
have 


* 
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have conceived herſelf;/ could: he for 
a moment have permitted her thoughts 
ander from the beloved Marquis. 
n and unfriended as ſhe 0 
ban, get he Was eee l her 
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"The diſtres of this W young 
woman, on hearing from Mr. Cla- 
vering the wiſhes of Glanville, was. 
inexpreſſible; and ſhe would. ſcarcely 
bave been compoſed. enough to ex- 
preſs her diſapprobation of his pro- 
Poſals, but from the tender, affec - 
tionate manner in which the buſineſs | 
was broken to ber. But Glanville 


was not to be repulſed ; he ſtill con- 


tinued in hopes that Patience would 


effect his deſires : he Was, howeyer, 
; = wiſe 


be — ” — K 
x = a U 
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mils n not to haraſs by daily | 
ſolicitation, but ſighed humbly at a 
diſtance—a method certainly the moſt 
likely to ſubdue the reſolution of 
Veronica, had there been a poſſibility | 


of doing ſo; for to awaken pity in the 
tener mind of * fe male is the moſt 


This affair, although Glanville did 
not perſonally teaſe, yet cauſed a 
conſiderable degree of ſolicitude in the 

breaſt of Mademoiſelle „ Who feared 
that her refuſal of a connection, in 
the eyes of the world ſo unexcepti- 
onable, might convey an idea of her 
wiſhing to continue burthenſome to 
the family of her generous protector; 
yet the thoughts of being inconſtant 
7 „ 
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to her Pontneut were more excrnei- 
ating ; and as ſhe ſtill poſſeſſed hopes 
that he was in ſafety, and would 
follow her to England, how in the 
world could the reconcile to herfelf 
the idea of yielding her hand to any 
other perfon? Her ſolitary walks 
through the pleaſure-grounds were 
now neglected, as ſhe apprehended 
chat Glanville, whoſe road lay through 
che Park, and: who ſeldom. omitted 
viſiting at Mr. Clavering's, at the 
leaſt twice in a week, might. meet 
with her, and taking the advantage of 
fuch an opportunity, introduce a ſub- 
jolt which. the mixed parties at the 
eee e 
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Fanny was now of the family the 
only perſon with whom ſhe appeared 
perfectly at eaſe ; for Mrs. Clavering's 
_ unhappy diſpoſition, the ill conſe- 
quences of which ſhe frequently 
witneſſed, made her always under a 
kind of reſtraint in her preſence; be- 
fides, ſhe had of late perfuaded her- 
ſelf that an abatement in kindneſs 
towards her was vifible, and a more 
ceremonious behaviour, by degrees, 
adopted. This ſhe could only account 
for as a conſequence of her having 
refuſed Mr. Glanville, who appeared 
to be a favourite, from the daily enco- 
miums with which he was honoured. 


Whilſt things were in this ſtate, a 
letter arrived for Mademoiſelle; the 
3 0106 1 


2 
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pleaſure, occaſioned by it to the wor- 
thy Mr. Clavering, who himſelf re- 
ceived it from the hands of the poſt- 
boy, was unfeigned, and little ſhort 
of that whieh overſpread the mind of 
the young lady, to whom it was ad- 
dreſſed, when he delivered it to her. 


4 rom the poſtage, and different marks, 
it was evidently a foreign one ; and, 

as ſhe had no other connection on the 
Continent, who could poſlibly be ac- 
quainted with the place of her reſi- 
dence, excepting the Pontneufs, it 


muſt of courſe . an information 


een them. 


* N 


The ſeal v was W with . ; 


but, alas! wa age was the 


The letter was 


? . 15 
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93 
written by the poſt-maſter at Naples, 
encloſing that which Veronica had 
diſpatched to the Marquis, and ac- 
quainting her that her epiſtle had 
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remained more than half a year at 
the poſt-office, when, the perſon to 
whom it was directed not being found, 
it was opened, and of courſe returned 
to the writer. Tr ; 
All the information that the poſt- 
maſter n | communicated 111 concerning : 
| Pontneuf was, that he had left Naples J 
above a year, and, it was imagined, 
had proceeded to Paris. He added 
in his poſtſcript, that he ſhould have 
forwarded the letter to that city, but 
from an aſſurance that it would never 
reach the Marquis, who, even if he 
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had ventured to enter the metropolis, 
8 t poſſibly have done it other. 
vile Cold 2 
EY oy be readily 4 how 
. 5 the diſtreſs. of Mademoiſelle 
de Chattelherhault was augmented by 
the receipt of this letter. Her hopes 
of again meeting with the Marquis 
appeared totally extinguiſned, and 
ſhe now looked upon herſelf as a 
being eternally ſeparated from every 
dear connection. Fanny, however, 
more ſanguine than her tw ſtill 
ſtrove to repreſent the poſſibility of 
the Marquis being in ſafety, and 
eee een e ee 


at 


er Don how, ee Ge fd foul 
of Veronica, can he diſcover the 
abode: of his beloved? How can he 
nnn PO OO" Sr 199 Fo 
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Theſe unden esrb N Miſs 
Clavering endeavoured to diſſipate by 
repreſenting the almoſt certainty that, 
on finding the deſperate ſtate of affairs 
in France, Pontneuf would endeavour | 
to eſcape to England. To what other 
country could he turn his ſteps with 


ſuch aſſurance of hoſpirality and pro- 


tection ? ? He might even now be an 
inhabitant of the fame kingdom with 
his Veronica; and, perhaps, | Inquiries 
among the numerous F rench families, | 


who were daily arriving, might be the 


means of diſcovering him. Such in- - 
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quiries 
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Saintes iner by the attentive 
Mr. Clavering, who wrote to his 


friends in ane on the ſubject, in the 
moſt earneſt manner. But, alas J his 
kindneſs was unavailing, and informa- 
tion reſpecting Monſieur Pontneuf 
communicated from a different chan- 
| bit | before mentioned the we 
| quent opportunities which Mademoi- 
felle poſſeſſed of peruſing the deus. 
papers. A forlorn hope | that ſome 
information might ariſe g from them, 
rendered her now more anxious than 
| ever to read them, and ſhe never 
omitted paſling an hour every morning 
in Mr. Clavering's 8 ſtudy thus em- 
| ployed. That gentleman bad for 


n days been indiſpoſed, in conſe- 
e quence 
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ne of vchich Veronica had the 
papers in her own apartment the 
moment they arrived. It happened 
on One: of theſe mornings that Fanny, 
who ſlept in the ſame apartment with 
her friend, received the packet from 
the ſervant; and whilſt Mademoiſelle 
was dreſſing, opened the firſt paper 
which preſented itſelf. An article of 
French intelligence immediately at · 
tracted her attention ; it was an 
account of a dreadful maſſacre which 
had taken place in the priſon of the 
C in Paris, and ſhe perceived the 
name of the Marquis de Pontneuf 
amongſt the unhappy ſufferers. Her 
_ confuſion, at peruſing this dreadful 
information, was ſuch as to attract 
the immediate attention of Veronica. 
.'voL;?y, F Something 
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Something like a prognoſtic of the 
melancholy truth ruſhed upon her 
mind. She ſnatched the paper from 
the hand of the trembling Frances: 
ſhe traced the fatal characters. Her 
feelings at this moment cannot be 
deſcribed; the worſt of her fears Wages 
now realized, and the object her ſoul 


doated upon, for ever torn from her 
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CHa. vin. 


a Friendfhip, peculiar boon of Heav'n, 
The noble mind's delight and pride; 
To men and angels only giv'n, | 
Iv 0 all the lower world den yd.“ 
„ Jonxson. 


It was long before the attentions 


of the affectionate Fanny, and, Mer. 
deed, of the whole family, ſucceeded 


in inſpiring. conſolation in the diſ. 
treſſed mind of Veronica; nor was it 
until the latter end of November, | 
| when the Claverings removed to Bath, 
15 e ä that 
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that ſhe had ſpirits to bear the hurry 
of company. During the interval 
between the arrival of the intelligence 
reſpecting the fate of Pontneuf, and 
5 this viſit to Somerſetſhire, Mademoi- 
ſelle heard no more of Glanville, or 
his addreſſes ; and that ſuch a perſon 
exiſted, was almoſt forgotten by her. 
Her acquaintance with him was, how- 
ever, now to be renewed; for, walking 
in the pump-room with Mrs. Cla- 
vering and her daughters, Who 
| ſhould come up to them, but the 
very gentleman. After a low bow, 
and many inquiries after Mr. Cla- 
vering, he joined the party; and 
when the ladies returned to their 
lodgings, begged le Kore” to 9 0 

„ 
; Mr. 
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Mr. Clavering received him with 
his uſual politeneſs ; and from this 
period, he was almoſt aconſtant viſiter 
in the family ; his hopes of ſucceſs 

with Veronica were again revived by 
the account of Pontneuf's death, 
which was generally known to the 
acquaintances of the family. Another 
application to Mr, Clavering was the 
conſequence : that gentleman, how- 
ever, gave him no aſſurance whatever 
that there would be a probability of 
his ſucceeding ; for he was aware that 
- Glanville was not the man likely to 
.make her happy, and had already 
too juſt reaſon to condemn matches 
where there was a conſpicuous diſ- 
parity of ſentiment. 1 
| Mo ee Mrs. 
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Mrs. Clavering was next applied 


to, and by her Glanville was encou- 
raged to proceed in offering every 
aſſiduity. His attentions to Made- 
moiſelle were now ſo pointed, that 


the faſhionable circle at Bath, in a 


very ſhort time, conſidered them as 
a pair of lovers on the very brink of 
| CO ey” 


This idea ally l ſtrength 


from their "conſtant appearance to- 
gether in public, and hints on the 
ſubject, which Mrs. Clavering was 
conſtantly whiſpering to her friends. 
| Nothing, however, could be more 
totally unfounded than this report; ; 


for Veronica had never for a moment 


allowed herſelf to think of Glanville | 


in 
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in the light of either lover or huſ- 
band, but had returned an abſolute 
refuſal both to his propoſals by Mrs. 
Clavering, and innumerable declara- 
tions from himſelf. Unawed by re- 
peated denials, this valiant lover ſtill 
continued to haunt the ſteps of his ; 
miſtreſs, and never permitted her to 
go into public unattended. This 
? teaſing perſeverance greatly added 
to the diſtreſs of Veronica, and en- 
 tirely deprived. her of every thing 
le ſatisfaction from the public amuſe - 


ments in which ſhe participated: it 

had, however, one good effect, al- 

though, perhaps, ſne might not think of 

. it) it undoubtedly prevented her from 

being tormented with the addreſſes 

of others, which muſt inevitably have 
4: 4 . 
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been the caſe in a place We me 
attracted ſuch general admiration. 


Mr. Clavering, as had long been 
his cuſtom, generally ſtaid at home 
wick his daughters. Veronica would 

now gladly have added one to their 
party; but whenever ſhe intimated 
: that ſuch were her wiſhes, Mrs, Cla- 
vering ſtrenuouſiy oppoſed them, and 
. often with ſtudied ill- humour. That 
lady, indeed, had lately behaved. to 
her with ſo much ſingularity, and was 
ſo frequently mentioning Glanville, 
that her fituation was now become 
extremely unpleaſant in the family ; 
nay, ſhe eren imagined that Mr. 
Clavering himſelf was relaxed in his 
attentions to her, and that there was 
od a a viſible 


—— * * 
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a vinble alteration in his manners. 
For theſe unhappy changes ſhe could 
alone account by her refuſal of Glan 
ville's addreſſes, as in nothing elſe 
was ſhe conſcious of having commit- 
ted a fault, and this, on the part of 
Mr. Clavering, ſne could not at all 
reconcile to herſelf; for he at all 
times aſſured her that ſhe might de- 
pend upon his protection, and that 


| he did not in the leaſt wiſh her to 
think of an union with any perſon 
whatever er to her inclinations. 


Ano the variety of company 
with which Mrs. Clavering aſſociated 


at Bath, few were to be found with 


minds ſo congenial to that of Vero- 


nica as to occaſion any degree of 


1 5 intimacy: 
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intimacy . Lady Strawbenzie, a widow 
of genteel fortune, was alone an 
e e With this new acquaintance 
Mademoiſelle ſpent the greateſt part 
of her time, and a friendſhip was the 
reſult, which took much from the 
unpleaſantnefs of preſent circum- 


ſtances, and eventually was the ſource 


of the greateſt felicity to her. The 
pleaſures, ariſing from the fociety of 
this Sink friend, were, however, at 
this time ſhort, for the period ſoon 
arrived when the Claverings removed 
to e | 


The mind of Mrs Charering was 
now engaged with the idea of the 
approaching introduction of her eldeſt 
daughter, Who was to come out the 

Ol week 
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week following their arrival in town. 
To many young women this is a ſea- 
ſon expected with infinite ſatisfaction. 
To Fanny it yielded no other plea- 
ſure than that which reſulted from 
the opportunity which it would give 
her of being conſtantly in the com- 
pany of her beloved Veronica, to 


whom ſhe ſtill continued the moſt 


affectionate friend, and appeared to 
redouble her attentions in proportion 
as ſhe perceived thoſe of her mother 
diminiſh. | 
A very few weeks elapſed after the 
arrival of Mademoiſelle de Chattel- 
_ herhault, in London, before her evil 
genius, in the ſhape of Glanville, 
once more appeared to interrupt her 
6 repoſe. 
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repoſe.. He was now metamorphoſed 
into Lord Riverſdale, a title which 
he had made intereſt to have con- 
ferred upon him merely from an ex- 
pectation that it would ſoſten the 
heart of the obdurate Veronica: with 
this ſplendid appendage, however, he 
' ſtill appeared to her eyes in exactly 
the ſame light as when a plain Eſquire ; 
and ſhe was as deaf as ever to his 
petitions, and all the fine things which 
ſne was in daily habits of heari ing 
of him from his advocate Mrs, Cla- 
vering. 8 


The arrival. of wa Strawbenzie 
in town was now looked forward. to 
by Veronica with the utmoſt impa- 
tience; for, me ſhe merely 

. 3 
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expected a temporary relief from it, 
yet, in her uncomfortable ſituation, the 
moſt trifling-alleviation was of conſe- 
quence. | 1 At length the wiſhed-for 
period arrived, and | ſhe was again 
received by Lady S. in the | moſt 
pleaſing manner, and with an embrace 
more affectionate cha ſhe had for a 
wn time e. 


8 which! Vewaicy had 
ſome time before imagined - the per- 
ceived in the behaviour of Mr. Cla- 
vering, now every day increaſed ; yet 
| his conduct towards her did not by 
any means reſemble that of a perſon 
who was weary of protecting her; he 
was merely - more - reſeryed, never 
walked or rode with her, and ſome 
. 7 botanical 
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botanical purſuits, | which they has 


followed at Hampton, were totally 
laid aſide. Mrs, Clavering's ill- 
humour, and frequent ſarcaſins upon 
young perſons of no fortune refuſing 


advantageous offers, were alſo aug- 
mented to a very unpleaſant height, 


and even hinted at in preſence of her 


huſband, whoſe filence, during ſuch 
converſation, © adi like conſenting 


| to their — 


5 Oracle! as this kind of 
behaviour was to Mademoiſelle, yet 
the whole circle of the Claverings' 


. . 3 [I 1 8 . | 
acquaintance ſoon imagined they ſaw 


through it, and the whiſper ran; from 
one rout to another, that Mrs. 
Clavering was jealous,” - 
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This information ſoon reached the 
ears of Lady Strawbenzie; but, as 
he had never heard from Veronica, 
(who was too generous to betray the 
ſecrets of the family in which ſhe 
was incorporated) that there was any 
abatement of kindneſs i in the Claver- 
ings' behaviour to her, ſhe alone 
treated it with the contempt due to a 
tale, which owes its origin to the 
polite fertility of ſcandal. However, 


at the next private interview between 
Mademoiſelle and herſelf, ſhe en 5 
proper to introduce i . 


Sticeked: as Veronica was at the 
idea of ſuch a report being in circu- 
lation, yet ſhe could not forbear 
imagining that there was ſome founda- 

| = 
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tion for 1 it, and called to mind all the 
late ſtrange conduct of Mrs. Cla- 
vering, her backwardneſs at accepting 


any apologies for accompanying her 


through her routine of engagements, 
and yet the little attention paid to her 
during their ſtay in public, with her 
particular, eagerneſs to bring about 
her union with Riverſdale, Mr. 
Clavering 8 ſhſneſs and reſerve might 
alſo originate. from. the ſame. cauſe, 
and be aſſumed i in order to ſatisfy his 
wife that her fears were unjuſtly awa- 
 kened. She now alſo recollected the 
additional ill- humour which Mrs. 
Clavering had frequently diſplayed 


after ſne and Mr. C. had paſſed the 
morning in collecting plants at Hamp- 


ton, or had been engaged in any other 


way 
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way together, and Mr. Clavering's 
ſubſequent lowneſs of ſpirits and re- 
miſſneſs. 


| It was with much grief and aſto- 
niſhment that Lady Strawbenzie per- 
ceived what juſt grounds there were 
for the report which ſhe had treated 
as mere malignity ; as, from the en- 
comiums which Veronica's gratitude 
laviſhed upon the family of her pro- 
tector, ſhe had heretofore been taught 
to believe her ſituation there perfectly 
agreeable: the ſad reverſe was now 
ſo clearly conſpicuous, that her Lady- 
ſhip immediately came to the reſo- 
lution of offering her an en under 
"nn own roof. 


This 
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This generous behaviour over- 
-whelmied the feeling heart of Made. 
moiſelle with tranſport, as ſhe had 
f already experienced too many proofs 
of Lady Strawbenzie's 'benevolent 
diſpoſition, to doubt of the happineſs 
to which ſuch a change of fituation 
muſt ne reſtore ker. 
a ele Been Weste, and 
Protection of Mr. Clavering was an 
affair which required the greateſt 
delicacy in the conducting of. Lady 
Strawbenzie 5 however, undertook the 
management of it; and, as a pre- 
Jude to Veronica's future reſidence 
with- her, it was agreed, before the 
ladies Wen that, previews to Lady 
8. 
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. 8.78 quitting London, her young 
: friend ſhould receive an Invitation 
to paſs the ſummer at Strawbenzie 
ae ia Torkhire. 


Cap. 
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CHAP. IX. 


« Remote from towns he ran his godly race, 
Nor e'er had chang'd, nor wiſh'd to change, his Place; 
Unſkilful he to fawn, or ſeek for pow'r 
By doctrines faſhion d to the preſent hour; 
Far other aims his heart had learn'd to prize, 
More bent to raiſe the wretched, than to riſe." 
f Gorps MITH, 


| Ta E intimacy which ſubſiſted 
between Lady Strawbenzie and Made- 


moiſelle de Chattelherhaulr being well 
known to, and approved of by, Mr. 
Clavering, eaſily accounted for the 


Preſſing 
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preſſing- invitation to Strawbenzie 
Caſtle, which was received by the 
latter, and he of courſe. very ec 
gave his conſent to d. 1 ie 


It will Wa bs Apps that any 
oppoſition to the removal of Veronica 
us Made b thy ipapt of Nes C 
vering; for ſhe had in reality felt 
ſomething of the jealouſy. attributed” 
to her by report, and conſequently 
given her amiable huſband much un- 
merited diſtreſs, by reproaching bim 
with paying too . attention to the 
young emigrant. This lady had 
likewiſe taken it into her head that 
the future eſtabliſhment of her daugh- 
ters, who were arriving at wonian- 
* would be ſeriouſſy affected by 

their 
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their appearance in public with A 
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young woman ſo every way their ſu- 


perior both in perſon and accom- 
pliſhments as Veronica; yet there 
was one way in which the departure 
of Mademoiſelle from her family af- 


fected Mrs. Clavering with ſomething 


like regret her vanity would be mor- 


tified by no longer appearing in the 
character of the generous, charitable 
protectreſs of an emigrant of faſhion. 
This, however, ſhe got over, by 


taking care to have it generally known 


that Mademoiſelle was only gone upon 


a viſit to Wen Strawbenzie. 


_ FRO FRO 1 e quitted 


toun, ſhe, — of a caſket of 


„„ I i 58 
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with) her from France. The ſum 


ariſing from the ſale of theſe, which 


amounted . to about five hundred 


pounds, ſhe. bought into the ſtocks, 
and thus | ſecured to herſelf a 
ſmall annuity, which would at leaſt 
ſaye her the pain of being under 
pecuniary obligations. Even during 
her reſidence with the Claverings, ſhe 
had never been under the ee of 
troubling them for money ; for ſome 
bills, which had been given to her by 


her father the evening of her depar- 


ture from Paris, and which, with loſs, 
ſhe had negociated in London, had 
N Spe her FO | 
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Yet the parting. of Mademoiſelle "RY 
the houſe of Mr. Clavering occa- 
ſioned her much uncaſineſfs. She had | 
the higheſt veneration ſon her re- 
ſpected protector, and lamented 
greatly the trouble and uncaſineſs 
* ihe: had a * 6 


45 


Wben due t eee 
man appeared equally affected with 
herſelf, and fully convinced her, by 
his behaviour, that whatever coldneſs 
bis aſpect to her might have at dif- 


| forent/ times aſſumed, he. was. ftill 


warm. in his regard to hen; for, al- 
though Mrs. Clavering was preſent, 
he gave her many kind aſſurances 
that ſhe; mighh always lock upon his 
houſe, as. a home, What ſhe would 


RF 
„ * 
o 
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wu. 


be certain to meet with the ſincereſt 


welcome. Fanny Was much affected 


at the idea of loſing a perſon ſhe had 
: lo. much eſteem. for; 6 andi it was only 
| the; ſecrets conyiction that Veronica 


would be happier, under the protec- 


tion of Lady Straybenzie, Which re: 
porch her to it, | Dar n 55 
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The journey of Laqy trau benzie 


* Mademoiſelle into Yorkſhire, was 


delightful. It Was, NOW! late in May; 


the hedges were every wh ere covered 
with blofſ6ms; and the. 7 had 


a FEI 


aſſumed that delightful. verdure which 
nature ſo; liberally beſtows upon the 
Engliſh landſcape. | About eight in 
the evening, of the fourth day's jour- 
ney, Lady; Stranhonpie. pointed: out 


f 
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to her compamon the firſt view of 
Ne Caſtle, and very ſoon 
on paſſing'a light elegant bridge, 
F 100 her that they” were entering 
the et grounds. The view 
from the river'y was remarkably fine 
A beautiful hanging wood enriched 
the ſcenery, and formed” the fineſt 
contraſt imaginable to the grey rowers 
of the 'manſion-houſe, of which the 
Srand front was plainly perceptible 

through a well-contrived viſta. The 
read now wound along a romantic 
vale, 0 elofely wooded; that the faint 
- ſhades of eve ening ſeemed ſuddenly 
to Ae the Unkies of fangs 
i delightfal das pi 
opened to a ſcene as unexpected 


73 
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as faſcinating. . The carriage turned 
ſuddenly from the vale up a ſteep 
aſcent, and, emerging from the 
wood, a view of the country Which 
they had paſſed for many miles, the 
luxuriant foreſt below, the fine fer- 
pentine of the river, and the bridge, 
were ſurveyed by our delighted tra- 
vellers. A ſecond aſcent rendered the 
proſpect ſtill more intereſting and 
extenſive, and the proud turrets of 
York Cathedral were diſtinctly traced 
upon the verge of the horizon. They 
now entered the fine avenue of cheſ- 
nuts leading to the gates of the 
caſtle, and were ſoon comfortably 
ſeated in Lady Strawbenzie s drefſin; g- 


EFT. 
es The 
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The happineſs which Veronica 
fraced upon the countenances of the 
domeſtic. train, who received their 
miſtreſs in the great hall, and the 
7 engaging condeſcenſion with which ne 
| ſhook ſeveral of the elder ſervants by 
the hand, were ſcarcely neceſſary to de- 
velope to her the character of her 
a amiable benefactreſs; 3 her affectionate 
behaviour during the whole of. the. 
journey, was a ſufficient conviftion 
of its benigniry. 
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Caſtle, Mademoiſelle ſoon found the 
dawn of a happineſs which ſhe had 
almoſt deſpaired of ever being able 
to attain. She now found herſelf 
7 under the roof of a perſon whoſe con- 
duct 
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duct towards her evirieed the tendereſt 
eſteem, and whoſe ſole happineſs ap- 
peared to conſiſt in attempting to 
footh the ſorrows of the afflicted: . 
here ſhe was alſo releaſed from the 
perſecutions of Lord Riverſdale, and 
every other circumſtance Which 


rendered her late ſituation un- 


pleaſant. What a reverſe did the 
ſcenes now around her exhibit to thoſe 
which for many months ſhe had been 
_ unwillingly engaged in; and how 
different was the character of her 
preſent protectreſs to that of the im- 
e Mrs. Clevering? 


To thoſe, whom the polite world 
dignifies by the appellation of perſons 
| Y Faſhion, and who have no idea that 
. a few 


Err Ts Pr 41 pet nts = — - — 
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rom the ee and 


\ 4 
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a few months can poſſibly be ſpent 


7 is £4 


in the country. wi without a houſe full 


of company, and frequent excurſions 


to the wate ring places, the retirement 


of Lady Strawbenzie will appear a 
walt complete bore ; bot to Veronica 


it was, in the higheſt degree, accepta- 
ble, and the very ſoon experienced 
the good effects of it in the recovery 
* her Baabe a and 1 "the 


| Her preſent engagements ere 


F due 25 the could enter into withou 
aay interruption to ber favourite 
amuſement of drawing, or to her 
| botanical purſuits, the latter of which 


ſhe had alſo an opportunity of follow- 


ing with infinite advantage, both 


the 
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* 


the en, 1 Mr. Hen, Lady 
T his rs dun had —— many years 
reſident in the caſtle, and deſeryedly 
poſſeſſed the next place, in the eſti- 
mation of the ; domeſtics, to that oc- 
cupied by their valuable miſtreſs, 
To. the villagers around he acted in 
the double capacity of ph) ſician of 
ſoul and body. His knowledge of 
medicine was by no means contempti- 
ble; yet he was ſo far from having 
confidence in his own 3ud gment, that 
he never acted in any but the moſt 
common cafes without calling in the 


neighbouring apothecary, who, indeed, 
by. his defire, Lady Strawbenzie em- 
ployed, at a ſtated ſalary, to fuperin- 

tend the cottages of her en, 
| | 94 * 
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Ih. e recipes df the 55 doctor, ras 
kink ruſtie patients ſtiled him, were, 
howe ver, in their eſtimation, ſeldom 
ſo efficacious as thoſe of Cliſton; and 
even when their ſalutary effects could 
not poſſibly be denied, ſuch were 
their ideas of their paſtor's infallibility, 
that the credit of his having preſcribed 
them was invariably conferred upon 
him. Any attempt to deline- 
ate the veneration in which this 


truly pious man was held by his 
flock muſt be unſucceſsful : he was, 
Indeed, a father to them, whilſt they 
in gratitude a up to the character 
of children. To him the calamitous 
never applied without relief, nor depart- 
ed from his preſence without their load 
of nnn lightened; extenſive 
9152 7 8 munificence 
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munificence was out of his power; 
yet the little he gave, being accom- 
panied with the beſt advice, and the 
moſt endearing ſympathy, never failed 
to adminiſter conſolation, . 

In the heart of ſuch a man the 
reader will, without heſitation, ima- 
gine that the melancholy narrative of 
Veronica's misfortunes created the 
greateſt degree of intereſt. Lady 
Strawbenzie had made him acquainted 
with every mournful particular; and 
often, during the recital, were the 
effects of his honeſt ſorrow manifeſted 
in his eyes: he ſcorned not to weep, 
for in his opinion tears do not diſ- 


grace g even a hero. Hel | 
8 By 
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Full many a 217 * | 


Hive T ey d wih betrregard)j and many a time 4 
The farmony of their tongues hath inen berdage 

| Brought my toe willing eat: for ſeveral. WO. 

Haye I liked ſeveral women z z never any _ 
With lo full ſoul, but ſome defect in her 
Did quarrel with the noble grace ſheow'd, 
Aud put it tothe foil: But you, Oryoul ö! 
Of every creature s beſt. 8 To 
SO VEE ws int tr kerzaur. 
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eme the two months which 
Mademoiſelle de CharteTherhault hi | 


185 bent at Strawbenzie Caſtle} a 
6 degree 


2 
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432 


degree of Ae tranquillized her 
mind, which had long been unknown 
to it; to do juſtice to the worthy 
Clifton, a part, and that a conſiderable 
one, of this agreeable. change was 
owing to him, Le well knew man- 
Feind, and, taugbt by experience, 
. found that the beſt, way of diſpelling 
| grief is to converſe with the unhappy 
1 on the cauſes of their affliction ; and, 
che ſame time, ſhew them, in the 
moſt tender Way, 1 light their ſor- 
5 rows are compared with t hoſe _— 
lions, and how the really arnfable g 
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always find, under the banners of 


, FE AAS 
1 religion, a ſure alleviation of their 


paugs. , As Lady Straybenzic's on 


z 


en ſuch Kind of  JubjeCts,. were ens 
firel 1 Gila ro 3101 her r venerable 
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OE: almoner, 
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almoner, it will be only tautology to 
add, that ſhe reaſoned in the "ſame 
way, and her ee were nn 
with 'the like ſucceſs. | : 
—_ Rb! $3 the n 3421 1 ores | 
The occaſional viſits of the nin 
outs families agreeably diverſified 
the days, and introduced Veronica to 
a ſociety very much the reverſe" of 
that to which ſhe had late ly been 
accuſtomed. Here- -propriety - was 
conſpicuous without ſtiffneſs, and ele- ; 
\ganeewichour levitye3 -2 290.721 
ai LO WOK A9V7;,60% och 10 1151, 
The time now] a pprosek cl when 
Lady Strawbenzie 's- annual autumnal} 
viſit to Scarborough uſually took 


place. The week previous to che 
departure of her family for that place, 


had eee en aadꝭ entai 
eſtate. This young Baronet was about 
twenty-two, highly accomphihed and 
5 amiable, perſectly elegant in manners, 
benaie, notwithſtanding. faſhion has 
diluvian, particularly Where conſan- 
guinity does not authorize the applica- 
tion of them. He was now on his 


with an | intention of accampapying 
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I Veronica the converſation of 
this young man was perfecty agree 
able r be had nothing of the rattle, 

ſo common in the faſhionable circle; 
he was always Ry" — in ftile and 
ſentiment, | 

Sera ins hv Abe arquis, whoſe 
memory her heart ill retained, - and 
whoſe melancholy” fate had inflited 
on her ſuch Sen e eee 


4 Whilſt cheſe betmpertienz ere 
ratſing Strawbenzie high i 
ene N ou n ne, e on 5 
veries Wee Aker neee 
manners, which he had never beheld, 
: or, at all events, paid attention to in 
. 5 5 any 


bee an 


The As before the family ſet for- 
ward; to the ſea-coaſt, Veronica was 


greatly aſtoniſned at the contents of 


Clavering ; it informed her, that the 
changeable Lord Riverſdale had now 


commenced her lover, and that Mrs. 
Clavering had undertaken his cauſe 
with the utmoſt warmth. The de- 
ſponding ſtile of poor F anny's letter 


convinced Mademoiſelle that [ſhe 


would not be long able to reſiſt the 


entreaties of her mother, but yield 


— 


herſelf 
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| herſelf a victim to ambition. This 
ſhe was perfectly aware that, by an 
union with ſuch a man as Riverſdale, 
Fanny's en muſt ** nen 
for euer. 29 
When A W alin at 
Scarborough, the place was much 
crowded, and. it was with difficuly ſhe 
could be accommodated with lodg- 
ings at all agreeable either from pro- 
; ſpect or ſituation : the removal of a 
family, however, ſoon placed her in 
a houſe on th e moſt delightful part of 
the cliff. To deſcribe, with juſtice, 
the expanſive bay, with the town along 
its winding ſhores ;: the [immenſe 


: a "es the. Bani the caſtle, 
Elerbd 5 viewed 


* 


| 
| 
| 


— — 
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viewed from the windows: of theſe 
lodgings,” my humble pen is totally 


inadequate ; the drawings of Made- 


moiſelle de - Chattelherbault, could 


they be produced to the public, would 


alone do juſtice to ſcenes ſo romantic 


and-enchanting. + 44 > 
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In riding and walking, Sir Auguſtine 
was now the conſtant. companion of 


| veronica; and in ſurveying the wild 
beauties of nature, which the country 
rouod afforded, he had the felicity 
of perceiving: that the ſame impreſ- 


fions were made upon the mind of 


0» as companion as upon his 
_—— ON ny e of 


FOR pains 
5 could 


1 
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could very ſeldom, af ever, be called | 
in queſtion. | MAP ile 


With ths N deeds he was 
perfectly acquainted ; and whilſt he 
was commenting upon the various 
productions of this kind, which the 
broken cliffs frequently exhibited, 
Veronica would liſten with the moſt 
pleaſing. attention ; and when he had 
ceaſed, in return, diſplay the virtues 

of the rich variety of marine herbs, 
which hung in romantic feſtoons from 
the rocks, or rooted themſelves in 
the deren creeks. 


1 was OY nk asſectias ag 


Lady Strawbengie perceived, what the 
imaginec d to be. 2 mutual attachment 
„%% no, gradually : 
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5 grüdually taking place between the two 


perſons, whom of all others ſhe moſt 
N for some iue 


N rg "Far ſhe er in filence, 


4 and i alone to Clifton opened her lps 


2 a the ſubject: to him ſhe ex- 


preſſed the felicity Which would reſult 


to her from an union between the two 
children of her heart. 


« Alas! Madam,“ Clifton would 
often ſay, e fear you are cheriſhing 
hopes which muſt not be realized; 
the delicacy of Mademoiſelle will not 


_ eaſily admit any one to that place in 


her affections ſo lately occupied by the 


5 Marquis 5 his 1 image is yet too deeply 


engrave n there. She may admire the 


amiability, the elegance of Sir Au- 


ine büt I cannot perſuade myſelf 
\ ERIN . 1% : that 
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that ſhe at all thinks of him, en 
in the light of a huſband or a lover.“ 


Whilſt th ings were thus, the pa- 
pers informed veronica that her friend 
Fanny was married to Lord Riverſ- 
dale. A few days brought her a letter 
from the bride, over which ſhe ſhed 

a copious flood of tears. The ſtile 
was tender and affectionate, but ſo- | 


I. 
lemn; and although no complaint 


was uttered, yet it was eaſy to per- 
ceive how diſtant happineſs was from 
"the mind of the writer, 
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Por What can thy. Toros FR to ere thee 
. | 
MARC, Portius thou oft enjoy" the 17 one's 

| preſence; Eh 5 
— iy cablly ad phend it bs hee 
0 With all the ſtrength and heat of eloquence 
Fraternal love and friendſhip can inſpire.” ; 

Apptson, | 


8 a increaſed PPE good 
opinion which Sir Auguſtine had 
formed of Veronica, and in a very 
our time 1 came to a reſoluion of 


openly 
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openly declaring his fentiments, and 
making & a formal offer of his Hand. 


gaging the good offices of his aunt, 
and ſoliciting her to break the affair 
to her amiable cy res b 


He knew of Mademoiſelle s attach- 
ment to Monſieur Pontneuf, and 
how tenderly his memory was yet 
eſteemed by ber 3 but as that unfor- 

\ tunate young man was now no more, 
he could not conceive that a perſon 
of Veronica s ſenſe would conſider 
his attempting to engage her affec- . 
tions as a breach either of _— N 
or ne = 


E 5 . - 4-5-4 n 
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Whilſt - 
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Wyilſt Made moiſelle, and Qlifton 
7 as amongſt 
| the cliffs, the young Baronet took the 
N E opportunity of, revealing the Gtuation 
| of his heart to his aunt. Her Lady. | 
ſhip was not in che leaſt ſurpriſed at 
this declaration, but a good deal dif 
treſſed at the peculiar ſituation into 


which, it en her: as 


g 2 3 TY * 4 * £5 
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7355 You ont aid the, "IM 
Sir Auguſtine pauſed, * be too ſan 
guine in your hopes of what my 
een ended 6p 
a duce; for I candidly acknowledge 
” . 000 you, Jam without the moſt 
diſtant ſhadow of expectation that I 
ſhall be ſucceſsful. The mind of 


1 Veronica has been of late ſo unhinged 
. benby 


— 2 
„ 


VC. 


VERONICA. 1 


wil Abe unequalled ſeries of misfor- 
tones which have, befallen her, that it 
of n nd a ute to. open an 


„„ 


the beſt my- poor 8 e 
2 my dear Auguſtine ** 
| depend upon. having done for him.“ 


ciudades the gender hopes 


* wt 


We af; his bold caries 


yet the gaining the affection of ſuch a 
woman as Veronica was of too n | 
conſequenc e to allow $150. to. give u 
the purfuit; beſides, he flattered him- 
ſelf that he perceived ſomething in 
her behaviour towards him which in- 
dicated a prepoſſeſſion in his favour 3 

vor. F and 


— 
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in colours ſo vivid, that he ſcarcely 
heſitated congratulating himſelf upon 
having gained her permiſſion to come 
I her eee admirer. e 


The i x * th: * 
view between Lady Strawbenzie and 
her nephew, was the time the former 
fixed upon to open the matter to 
Mademoiſelle, which ſhe accordin gly 
did during their airing upon the ſands, 
The delicate, affectionate manner in 
which ſfie introduced the ſubjeR, great- 
Iy relieved her from the agitation and 
ſurpriſe which i it would otherwiſe have 
occaſioned 1 to her amiable auditor, and 
enabled her to reply i ina manner er- 
ba calm ahd compoſed, | 
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My dear Madam,” ſaid Veronica, 
the moment her Ladyſhip was ſilent, 
« to ſay that your diſcourſe has not 
diſordered me would be wrong, and 
my countenance would contradict any 
aſſertions of that ſort: the cauſe of my 
agitation, however, may not be ex- 
actly known to your Ladyſhip ; it is, 
therefore, my duty to explain it, I : 
am not offended at your introduction 
of the ſubject you have juſt been 
ſpeaking upon I am overwhelmed 
with gratitude, with confuſion, at the 
idea of the honour which the good | 
opinion of ſuch a man as Sir Auguſtine 
Sstrawbenzie does me. Would 1 could 
repay him as he deſerves! but, my 
dear Lady, for you ſhall judge for 
me, what can L de! Can 1 conſcien 
| H WE . 
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N | tiouſiy offer my hand, when my heart, 
for ever buried with my Pontneuf, 
cannot acοο it ?““ 


bY. | She 3 the pg „ 
no farther; the idea af her murdered | 
lover, and her unfortunate Parents, 
"hed + her mind. 
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T 5 1 the . ia of 
| Lady Strawbenzie | ſuggeſted. to her 
| that ſhe, bad gone too 8 
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F cc © It i is not,” cried the, «1 it is not 
my intention to diſtreſs you; my 
motive, „deareſt Veronica, for the 
preſent addreſs to you is only to com- 
municate the paſſion with which | you 
have ed wy nephew. | Heaven 
forbid 


| | VERONICA. 149 
forbid that you ſhould for a moment 
imagine that I would attempt to dic- 
tate to you on a ſubject ſo delicate!“ 
„Jam too well acquainted with 
the goodneſs of Lady Strawbenzie to 
doubt the truth of att 
rephed Mademoiſelle, < or to 1 
gine that ſhe would for a induc 
urge any thing likely to give me un- 
eaſineſs; and inſtead of blaming her for | 
what me has now uttered, I alone 
accuſe myſelf for being ſo weak as to 
be able to hear her with greater 
compoſure, The eſteem of Sir Au- 
guſtine is, I again repeat it, an honour 
to me; and could I return it at all 
e to his ger I would not 
13 heſitate 
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heſitate to ao him with RW _ 
| which he ſolicits. il: 55 
e « Sir 8 ſaid | Lady Straw- 
benzie, * knows 'of your regard for 
the Marquis: ; he knows the place 
which his memory muſt ever hold in 
your IO, and he only 1220 to a 
Are Gtuation. there? rails £6 
{111 "'97 i ent vie og: 
8 cd I in te 
; hits} ec with honour, accept a huſ- 
band, poſſeſſed alone of a place in 
my affections which a mere friend 
W to?” lde 
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— ahfwerod:her 
Lehm, knew the ſtate of your 


mind IO to your marriage, and 
required 
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required no more, he would have no 
reaſon to complain.“ | 


« But ought not,” returned Made- 
moiſelle, cc a woman to avoid ſucht 
an union ?- Muſt ſhe not conclude that 


557 


it will be an e one 7 


The carriage now topped at cauſe 
lodgings, and the ladies alighted, 
3 both, for the firſt time, glad to have 
their converſation interrupted : Sir 
Auguſtine was in the veſtibule when 
the carriage approached, and handed 
the ladies into the houſe. When he 
traced the recent tear upon the cheek 
of Veronica, and ſomething unuſual 
in the manner and countenance of his 
008 his heart beat high, and he al- 
ee 14 5 moſt 


„ ap 

moſt conſidered his fate as decided, 
and himſelf condemned to nouriſh a 
hopeleſs paſſion for life. | 
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Ae followed the ladies to the ſit 
| ting · parlour, and never ſurely was a 
group aſſembled in a more unpleaſant 
or awkward ſtate of mind: fortu- 
nately afriendly call interrupted them, 
and the time paſſed with a tolerable 
Xe gree of comfort till the hour of 
: dreſſing for dinner. T he two ladies 
retired to their , dreſſi ag · room at the 
fame time. T his was a ſevere diſap- 
pointment to Sir Auguſtine; for he 
had fully hoped that Mademoiſelle 
would have departed firſt, and have 
given an opportunity to- Lady Straw- 
benzie of 3 the ſucceſs of her 


. . | 5 undertaking. 


4 
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undertaking. Her Ladyſhip, how- 
ever, had conſidered in her own mind 
that a conference with her nephew 
vwould at this time be abſolutely uſeleſs, 
as ſhe could give him no ſatisfactory 
information until ſhe had again con- 
W with Mademoiſelle on the ſub- 
The hopes of Sir Auguſtine, Ca: 
this conduct of his aunt's, were leſs 
ſanguine than ever; and he almoſt 
felt a certain conviction that ſhe had 
been totally unſucceſsful, and fancied | 
that he could read upon the counte- 
nances of the two ladies a complete 
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« How flow 


This old moon . She lingers my defires_ 
Like to a ſtep-dame, 0 or a dowager, | 
1990 3 out a young man's revenue,” 


e e SHAKESPEARE, 
Ls. 7 * Gy 8 1 } , 


ye ET 


4 HE 3 1 als, is 
| Strawbenzie having an opportunity 
of renewing the ſubject of the morn- 


ing with Veronica; or explaining to 


Sir Auguſtine how far ſhe had ſuc- 


ceeded 1 in the buſineſs which ſo nearly 
intereſted 


nenne. fg 
intereſted him. The night was equally 
uncomfortable to all parties; with 
| Mademoiſelle it was altogether reſt- 
leſs. The converſation of Lady 
Strawbenzie ſunk deep into her mind, - 
and the moment ſhe was alone, every 
ſyllable of it recurred to her. She 
canvaſſed the matter over in her mind; 
ſhe 'weighed the ſtrength of her 
Ladyſhip's | arguments z -the ſtarted 
D every objection to the truth of them 
which could poſſibly be produced; 
the reſult was highly favourable to 
Sir Avguftine ; ; and he finally de- 
eided, notwithſtanding all her'fcruples, 
that to refuſe a connection in every 
reſpect ſo une xceptionable would be the 
extreme of folly and abſurdity. Fa- 
„ an her ſleepleſs night, her 
r e countenance, 
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countenance, on entering the break - 
faſt· room the following morning, 
was unuſually pale: Lady Straw- 
benzie could not forbear noticing it, 
and adding how ſorry ſhe was to 
attribute to herſelf the cauſe of ſo 
alarming an alteration, Lo: e 


and that want of fleep alone had 
Tobbed her complexion of its accuſ- 
2210510045 yingd R&w 1:54: 26; 
The entrance of Clifton and Sir 
Auguſtine put a ſtop to the conver- 
ſation, and the common Place topics 


f of the breakfaſt table went on as uſual. 
A morning's ride to Hackneſs, a ro- 
mantic ſpot near Scarborough, was 
| propoſed 
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propoſed by Lady Strawbenzie, and 
ſeconded. by her nephew; and -abokl 

eleven, the party ſet forward, the 


ladies in the chaiſe, and the e | 
men on horſeback. 1 fit Þ 


1 was FRAY PrP Lady Straw- 
n could ſummon reſolution to 
introduce the ſubject of their con- 
ference the preceding day; and they 
had travelled ſeveral miles before any 
other than common remarks and con- 
verſation were aſſu n At Ow L 
the. "_ Ai. wore! abingwt 
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if « My. rn aaa 2 FOR 
” 0 idea of, the pain which my 
yeſterday's diſcourſe - inflicted upon 
you, has, 1 can aſſure you, Siren me 
5 | ; great 


— 


1388 voie 
great diſtreſs. I know how much 
your mind has fuffered in reflecting 
upon it. The only conſolation I have 
min my power to offer is; that the fub- 
ject ſhall never again be introduced 
without your permiſſion; nor ſhould 
any other conſideration but the 
promotion of your happineſs, aud that 
of my nephew, have tempted me to 
run the riſk of giving you a mo- 
ey . „„ 


Veronica, * of your goodneſs, and 
of the honour done to me by the at- 
tentions of Sir Auguſtine; and were 
1 capable of ente rtaining that degree 
of affection for any kuman being, 


which would enable me to perform 
8 | & 
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the duties, and fill the character, of a 
5 wife, * candidly | confeſs 1 do not 
think any man in the world equally 
e of wy Ate ee 


As T have before obfitied; = faid 
Lady Strawbenzie, interrupting Ma- 
demoiſelle; “Sir Avguſtine | is ac- 
quainted with your love for the unfor- | 
tunate Marquis, and I am ſure admires 
you for revering his memory in the 
manner you do ; but as his melan- 
choly __ has now for ever ſeparated 
you ——” She would have pro- 
ceeded; 10 the change of Mademoi- 
ſelle's countenance convinced her 
that ſhe had already ſaid more 2 
the ſenſibility of her re Nen could : 


bear unmoved. 


A flood 
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A flood of tears came to the aſſiſt. . 
| ance of Veronica; and ſnatching the 
: hand of Lady Strawbenzie, ſhe ex- 

claimed, I know very well, my 

beſt of friends, my beſt of * 
all you would ſay; I am aware of 
the abſurdity of my rejecting the 
| propoſals of Sir Auguſtine, and feel 
how much ſuperior they, are, to any 
thing 1 deſerve. 1 know alſo, fatally 
5 know, that my adored Pontneuf is 
tom for ever from * arms; ver 
| ing —_ can ae conceive "the 
agonies v which afflict me, at the idea 
of admitting another to the place 
which he ſo lately had a 0 claim to, 


and poſſeſſed | in my affections: be- 8 
fides, the apprehenſion | that tl might 


. fail 
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fail in ſome part of my duty, is ſo 
predominant in my mind, as alone to 
preſent an inſurmountable objection 
10 my union with your nephew. 


* 
n 


That, my dear, anſwered Lady 

Strawbenzie, your own goodneſs of 

heart would prevent from being any 

_ obſtacle to your A in the 
married ſtate;” . 


They had now proceeded as far as 
the entrance into the delightful vale 
of Hackneſs, and Sir Auguſtine, as 
if conſcious that the earneſt conver- 
fation of the ladies would render 
them inattentive to the enchanting 
ſcenery around them, rode up to the 
carriage, in order to point out ſome 
lee „ 
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of the moſt conſpicuous beauties of tlie 
landſcape. The road was by the fide of 
a deep valley, overſpread with richly 
varied woods in the height of au- 
tumnal beauty: —in a few minutes a 
different ſcene preſented itſelf; the 
vale gradually widened, and a moſt 
luxuriant proſpect appeared, where 
the tall ſpire of the village church, 
and the ancient manſien-houſe of 
the Marquis of Annandale, formed | 
Po Ws cava q 


i Wente, aki: cis lde 
charms of nature, [notwithſtanding 
her late agitation of ſpirits," viewed, 
with infinite ſatisfaction;the-romantic 
ecuntry before her, and with readi- 
neſs * to a propoſal of Sir 

Auguſtine” Ss 
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Avguſtine's, that they mould walk 
. he woods, and round U the 
TR” T0 


The carriage 5 horſes were 8 
ſequently ſent to a ſmall public-houſe 
near the road, and our party pro- 
ceeded on their little tour. 


5 | The ined of Welch ea 
_- boaſt of its peculiar grandeur 
and pictureſque. beauty; yet, were he 
to viſit the ſequeſtered vale of Hack- 
neſs, he would unavoidably be com- 
pelled to acknowledge, that our iſland 
poſſeſſes other ſpots equal, in variety 
and magnificence of n. to his 
3 rite coun try. 


Tu 
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The walk of Lady Strawbenzie 
and her companions was delightful, 
Clifton politely eſcorted her. Lady- 
ſhip, whilſt Sir Auguſtine had the 
fupreme 1:licity of placing the arm 
of his enchanting Veronica within his 
own, and hearing from her ſweet lips 
innumerable praiſes of the ſurround- 
ing ſcenery. The pleaſures of all 
human beings are deſtiped to be 
ſhort; our happy moments paſs more 
ſpeedily onin proportion to their ſweet- 
neſs. The walk was ſoon at an end, 
and our party found themſelves at the 
ruſtic inn, where the ruddy hoſteſs 
opening to them her frugal larder, 
they | refreſhed nee dl de- 
201 1 The 
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The converſation of Lady Straw- 
benzie and Mademoiſelle de Chatte - 

herhault, on their ride back to Scar- 
borough, very ſoon turned upon the 
ſubject of the morning; and it was 
with infinite ſatisfaction the former 
perceived the ſcruples of the latter 
gradually ſubſide, and at length be 


ſo far removed, as to enable her to 
obtain permiſſion to mention the 
whole that had paſſed between them, 
to the gentleman materially intereſted | 
in it. 


The uncommon degree of plea- 
fantneſs which Sir Auguſtine perceived 
in the manners of his aunt, inſpired 
him with hopes that his ſuit might in 

E the end be del with ſucceſs, and 
made 
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made im more eager. that ever for a 
private interview with her; but he 
was yet doomed to another night of 
ſuſpenſe. Hope, however, failed not 
to appear to him in the courſe of it, 
and kindly point out proſpects the 
moſt faſcinating imaginable. 
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40 My joy, my beſt beloved, my only wiſh! 1 5 
How ſhall I ſpeak the tranſport of my ſoul! 
Jam ſo bleſt, I fear tis all a dream.“ 


i “ 


Neves ſummons was obeyed with 
greater alacity than that which Lady 
Strawbenzie gave to Sir Auguſtine, 
to meet her in her drefling-room on 
the morning ſubſequent to their 
 Hackneſs excurſion; nor pleaſure 
equal to that which ruſhed in tumul- 
tuous tides through his whole frame, 
5 10 when 


* 
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when he heard the glad tidings that 
Veronica had given permiſſion for 
his being ed with her con- 
verſation with his aunt ; it was with 
difficulty he could prevent himſelf 
from falling, overwhelmed with gra- 
titude, at the feet of his ſucceſsful 


advocate. . 1 


tt nr rio „ „ 
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ee Do not diſtreſs me in this way,“ 
cried her Ladyſhip, nor attribute 
more to my rhetoric than it deſerves ; ; 
your. own good qualities, I do aſſure 
you, did more in your favour than 
any ching L either ſaid, or could have 
ſaid, though aided: by the moſh con- 
e neee, 2X9 G85 


4 3 1e 
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6. I am not,“ returned the Baro- 
net, © vain enough to imagine I. am 
indebted to any thing but your exer- 
tions in my favour, and ſhall for ever 
think you the - cauſe, the origin of 


” 1 | 
mk en . en 11 3 | 7 
« 0 Say no more,” exclaimed Lady 


Stranbenzic, " norbe quite ſo  ſanguine, 
until you have a confirmation. of the 
hopes I have inſpired from the lips of 
veronica herſelf. This evening 1 
am diſengaged, and ſhall paſs with 
the object of your affections in 
my dreſſing- room. Tou have my 
permiſſion to interrupt our tete-d-tete. 
If after this interview you have rea · 
fon, to belie ve 1 have . flattered 
vol. I, „„ you, 


you, it il de Weh dige eeußr to 
ah thus liberal ty che een, _ "your 


Sir Auguſtine bowed im the mot} 
reſpectſul manner; and,  kiffing' the 
hand of his aunt, retired to his lodg- 
ings, from whence, after mounting 
his horſe, ke once more proceeded 
towards Hacknefs. This was the 
only road which he could have pur- 
fued with any thing like ſatisfaction: 
here , uninterrupted, he could medi- 
tate on the chartts' of his Vefenies: 
| Hete he coulc fondly anticipate the 

future happineſs. of his uon with 
As with the Wer of f being 
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of the pictureſque country, of the 
elegance of taſte, and ſimilarity of 
opinion to himſelf, diſplayed by her 
charming obſervations on the: 1 
n eu ee 


| He lope at Hackneſs, in the 
very ſame ſpot where they had 
before alighted. He purſued the 
ſame path through the woods; he 
pauſed at every object which had 
peculiarly attracted Mademoiſelle, and 
traced: its various beauties with the 
accuracy of an enthuſiaſt, | 


At length the inn was in view, 
' and the finiling hoſteſs once more 
5 n ſpinning at her door. The 
rs: moment 
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moment ſhe /perceived Sir Auguſtine, 
ſhe? retired into the houſe; but be- 
fore he had approached. near, again 


ea me forward 


appears ; and whilſt he was alighting 
from his horſe, preſented. him with 


what he immediately conceived to 
be the caſe of a miniature portrait, 


I knaw,” cried ſhe, in the broad 
dialect of the country, with many 
courteſies, and ſome confuſion, © what 
your Honour wants, and Iſe ſeer Iſe 
glad you're comed; for, an't pleaſe 
ye, Sur, I ha' been in a ſtrange quan- 
dary about it; for thof it is a bonny 
thing, yet I waddent ha' keep'd it 
for the warld ; for Iſe ſcer Miſs wad 
ha”. erer n to loſe it; for ſhe 
Ang: 8 1 held 
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held it in her dear white hand, and 
leaked at it ſae prattily, and when 
me Leady and your Honour were at 
winder leaking at me Lord's houſe 
there, Iſe varry ſartain ſhe wiped her 
| ſweet eyes as thof ſhe'd been cry- 
ing; and then, as I thought, and Ill 
awand ſhe did too, ſhe put it in | 
her pocket. Iſe ſeer I grieved for her, 
poor young thing, and wiped my ces 
too. I ſuppoſe the dear gentleman 
i'the pictur muſt be dead, or gane 
tid wars, or ſommot bad, or Miſs 
wad never be ſac begane about 
him. PE 
Sir Auguſtine was much affected 
by the good woman's. ſimplicity and | 

4 4843 © L 
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honeſty; and paying her ſuch com- 
pliments on them as his ſtate of mind 
would allow, ordered ſome refreſh- 
ment, and again entered the neat 
white-waſhed parlour, where he open- 
ed the caſe, and had an opportunity 
of | contemplating the features of a 
| handſome young man, whom he heſi- 
tated not to conclude was the Mar- 
quis de Pontneuf, particularly as he 
had been informed that Mademoiſelle 
Was in Pe jon of a. a of 
him. 


The idea of the pain which his 
Veronica would unavoidably feel 
when ſhe diſcovered the loſs of a 
Wen which of courſe muſt be par- 
ticularly 
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ticulatly dear to her, and the melan- | 
choly circumſtances which attended 
the death of the perſon it repreſented, 
affected him ſo much, that he could 

not prevent his countenance- from 
| betraying, in ſome meaſure, the 
ſituation of his mind. | 


His hoſteſs, on her return, eaſily 
perceived his diſtreſs, and, encou- 
raged by his amiable affability, ven- 
tured, whilſt. ſhe was placing the 
things upon the table, to reſume the 
conveffation reſpecting the picture 
which ſhe had juſt before preſented to 
m. 2 l 


eee e e 32 rt 
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- 4 fun it behind that chair there,“ 
faid ſhe, where your Honour ſits ; 
and I'll awand Miſs dropped it when 
ſhe was hurrying it into her pocket, 
Poor thing! how allecolly ſhe did 
luke, and I think as how your Honour 
is ommoſt as grave about it. I ſup- 
poſes it muſt be the dear young 
Leady's brudder, thof to be ſeer it 
 1zent like her ſweet face; but then, 
I thinks, an .begging your Honour's 
pardon, it can't be her — 


It repreſented her lover,” inter- 
rupted Sir Auguſtine, attempting | to 
ſtop the hoſteſs's loquacity, and, in 
ſome meaſure, gratify her curioſity, 
* and he was murdere "= |; 
« Murdered !” 
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« Murdered!” repeated the good 

woman, Mucdercd !'God ha marcy! 

that poor ſweet creature's lover mur- 
d e 1 


ce Yes,” anſwered the Baronet ; 
ce thoſe bloody-minded wretches, the 
French, butchered him in Paris; but 
I muſt beg you will not purſue the 
ſubject, for, I aſſure you, it gives 
me much pain,” 


The ſteady tone and countenance 
with which Sir Auguſtine delivered 
the laſt ſentence, rendered - the 
landlady immediately filent ; and, 
although it was eaſy to perceive 
how very willingly ſhe would have 
{3s | reſumed 
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reſumed the converſation, yet ſhe 

managed to ſtand behind the chair 
of her gueſt until he had finiſhed his 

repaſt, withour once opening her lips. 


The horſe was ſoon called for; 
and, after amply recompenſing the 
good woman for her viands and ho- 
neſty, Sir Auguſtine; once more ſet 
forwards towards Scarborough. 


5 * 
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Sm Auguſtine Strawbenzie was too 
much taken up with the idea of the 
interview which he was about to have 
with his Veronica, and too anxious to 
relieve her diſtreſs for the loſs of her 
miniature, to fit long at his wine; and 
it was not in the power of ſeveral 
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young men, who lodged in the ſame 
houſe with him, to perſuade him to 
remain a minute longer than ſeven 
o' clock, although Lady Strawbenzie 
| had intimated that ſhe, ſhould not 
expect him until an hour later. 
The evening was one of the moſt 
delightful that the autumnal ſeaſon 
can poſſibly produce; and, although 
it was now the third week in Sep- 
tember, ſo warm, that Lady Straw- 
benzie and her fair friend were ſitting 
near the window of her dreſſing- room, 
which was thrown up to the top, 
and opened into a balcony, com- 
manding an intereſting view of the 
fea, when Sir Auguſtine entered the 

; wu | N 1 e | 


on wh 


3 
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let ing to the houſe. |: Eis ap- 
pearance had a wonderful effect upon 
Veronica ; ſhe knew what mult. paſs 
during the interview with him; her 
confuſion: was ' conſequently” great; 
nor were. the effects of it entirely re: 
moved from her countenance ban he 
ab the apartment. 
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kehrt did- the 8 of this 
young woman appear more enchanting 
than at this moment! Her cheeks 
had a greater bluſh: of the roſe than 
uſual; her eyes ſhone with unac- 
cuſtomed brilliancy. Aware of the 
diſtreſſing ſcene, which the arrival of 
her lover would be the prelude to, 
ſhe al Previous. to his appearance, 
E T | le 7 


prevailed. upon Lady: Straube nie to 

continue in the room ee we 
295 Ja calf div worth of gain 
| ne had uwe taken 
his Galt hen ne preſented to the 
hands of its beautiful owner the por- 
trait which the good woman at Hack- 
neſs had delivered to him. Her ſur- 
priſe at beholding the caſe which con- 
tained the reſemblance of her dear Pont 
neuf, in the poſſeſſion of the Baronet, 
was very great; for ſhe had fortu- 
nately been ſpared many hours of 
anxiety by being yet unconſcious of 
her los. In truth, her mind had 
been ſo muck occupied with the idea 
of the permiffion hich ſhe had given 
Deli: 6 1 5 8 Lady 


Lady Stra wbenzie, of making known 


to Sir Auguſtine her favourable ſen» 


timents of him, and the interview 
which was to take place between that 
| gentleman and herſelf at ſo early * 
period, as almoſt to preclude every 
other ſubject from her thoughts. 
: The remembrance. of Pontneuf had, 
indeed, frequently occurred to her; 
but then it Was only as that of 
a man, whoſe memory ſhe was about 
to offer an inſult to by the diſpoſal 
of her hand, and whoſe portrait ſhe 
ſcarcely durſt venture to look upon, 
leſt its features ſhould'be clothed with 
the frowns of diſpleaſure. 


Sir Auguſtine . reſtored the minia- 
ture-caſe to Mademoiſelle in the moſt 
1 delicate 
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delicate manner imaginable, not even 
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£ 


informing” her that he was acquainted 
with its contents; but merely that 
it had been given to him by their 


hoſteſs at Hackneſs, with an aſſurance 


Fr it Was = ir pro pheeys: 
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Common ſab) ects -wlevapled the 
converſation for ſome time; at length 


it took a different turn, for Lady 


Strawbenzie, perceiving a friend ap- 
proach the avenue, and thinking it a 


ſufficient performance of the promiſe 
which ſhe had made to Veronica, of 


continuing preſent during the inter- 
view, aroſe, and quitted the apart- 
ment, whilſt Sir Auguſtine, taking 
the ſeas" near * which 

jj e his 


his aunt had juſt quitted, declared, 
in the moſt delicate manner, the 
great affection which he entertained 
for her. 
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c The honour. you do me, Sir 
Auguſtine,” -returned Veronica, with 
a conſiderable ſhare of reſolution, 
« js, I can aſſure you, eſteemed by 
me in the higheſt degree, and it 
would appear like affectation to deny 
it; nor will I heſitate; a moment 
acknowledging, that you are, of all 
others, the man whoſe friendſhip I 
en walt. tec en Un eral 4 


X? 'Þ * 1 2 * t g Tr F - * 
ry 1 8 „ E — 


« F Friendſhip! !” cried: tut 
c“ dear, ne Mademoiſelle, 


„% change 
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change it fors warmer expreſſion ; and 
let me, for Heaven's ſake, hear the 
divine ſentence, which can alo 
plete my happineſs, that you will accept 


Ae com- 


me as a lover: but Iam too precipitate, 
too raſh ; excuſe me, I beſeech you. 
Tie- idea that A. am at all eſteemed 
| by vou, overwhelms me with tranſ- 
mene 99915; 1067 511 Na A623 Tea! 
xa „i W ee e 

Veronica, my lamentable, my fad 
ſtory; you know the friendleſs ſitu- 
ation that I am placed in, and that 
I have now no parent, ne home, no 
A * Fears would not allow 
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„ And theſe, confiderdtions;” ſaid | 
Fir Auguſtine, render you - ſtill 
dearer to me. To ſooth your ſorrows, 
to meliorate your afflictions, would be 
a taſk I could with pleaſure engage 
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in.“ 


«* You know,” rejoined Veronica, | 
« for Lady Strawbenzie muſt have 
acquainted. you with all, chat I was 
on the point of being united to a 
man whom I had long loved, and 
that he has been torn, cruelly torn 
from me for ever. He is yet freſh | 
in my remembrance, and; whilſt life 
animates this en muſt continue 
dear to me.“ 


* 


es Such 


183 VERONA. : 
Such ſentiments,” replied Straw- 
benzie, © render me more intereſted 


for you, more paſſionate in my ado- - 
ration of you; nor would the Indies 
tempt me to indulge the hope that 1 
ſhould be able to diſpoſſeſs you of 
them. Conſent but to hear me re- 
peat how much 1 love you, and how 
anxious Jam to contribute to your 
happineſs; and you will bleſs: me, 
will make me rich indeed!” - _ | 

Tour generoſity. is admirable !” 
| ſighed Veronica; © but can I give, 
or could you, fer your on lake, 
receive a hand unaccompanied with 
the full poſſeſſion of a heart? 


4200 . “ Your 
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Four hand, lovely Veronica!“ 
replied Sir. Auguſtine, © would bleſs 
me ſuperlatively:; and though but ac- 
companied with eſteem, I ſnhould be 
contented, nor think of my unfortunate 
rival in your heart otherwiſe than as 
a friend, and that tlie deareſt. of friends, 
becauſe approved of by the woman I 


adored.” 


With downcaſt. eyes, and a moſt 
faſcinating ſmile, Veronica extended 
her hand to the enraptured Baronet, 
at the ſame time addrefling him in 
the following manner: — Wh 


N Here, Sir Auguſtine, take the | 
bun which * ſolicit, and which I 
cannot 
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cannot but acknowledge is very * 
worthy your acceptance. I have but 
one condition to make i in the beſtow- 
ing it, and that is, that you will not 
immediately claim the full poſſeſſion | 
of it; but yield me time to increaſe 
the eſteem which I already entertain 
for you, to ſomething more ing 


love.” | oF" 


How can I thank you ſuffici- 
ently d cried Sir Auguſtine; in ecſta- 
2 ey, at the ſame time preſſing her 
lovely hand te his lips; how can 
J thank you,” adorable Veronica, for 
this mark of your regard and con- 
deſcenſton; or attempt to ſtipulate 
terms * not exactly coin 
201118 | cide 
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eide with ehöfe ideas of propriety 
which you - poſſeſs ? All ſhall-'wait 
upon your determination,” / 
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18 going,” ſaid Vene, riſing; 8 
« and, I think, we may as well go 


| down ints the tea-room.” 


Sir Auguſtine, ſtill retaining the 
fair hand which had been given to 
him, obeyed the generous beſtower 
of it, and handed her down ſtairs, 
where they were received with {miles 
of ſatisfaction by the kind Lady Straw- 
benzie, who was conſcious, from 
the countenance of her nephew, 


TIT is © & 13 br 0 | that 


Clifton joined them at ſupper, 
-__ * igndithe evening was ſpent wi 
greateſt felicity, r 
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CHAP. XV. 


ce Pair ways Bhs the dong! 15 

dhe cwells her throat; ſhe guides her tongue; 

She bids the waving aſpin - ſpray 

Quiver in, cadence to her lay ; 

She bids the fringed ofier bow, 

And ruſtle round the lake below, 

To ſuit the tenor of her gurgling fighs, 

And ſooth her throbbing breaſt with ſolemn ga 
pathies. 

Maso. 


Tu E time now approached when 
Lady Strawbenzie s viſit to Scarbo- 
rough muſt terminate. She did not, 


. & -- 


88 
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however, intend to return immedi- 
ately home, for ſhe had promiſed to 
ſpend the month of October with a 
friend in Scotland, near the famous 


Loch Lomond, | 


Sir Auguſtine alſo quitted York- 
[ſhire at the fame time; but Was not 
able to attend the ladies on their north- 
ern expedition on account of ſome Par- 
ke buſineſs which immediately | 
called him to London; ; he had, how- 
ever, employed the ſhort time ſpent 
at Scarborough, ſubſequent to his 
declaration to Veronica, ſo well, as to 
prevail upon her to fix upon the 
month of May following, as the time 
When ſhe would unite her fate with 
his. 


* 


* 
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his. This was the earlieſt period 
the joint perſuaſions of his aunt and 
himſelf could poſſibly prevail on her 
to conſent to. 


At Chriſtmas it was ſettled chat 
Sir Auguſtine ſhould again become a 
part of Lady Strawbenzie's family at 
the caſtle, and contmue there until 
they removed to either Bath or Lon- 
don in February. 3 
Mademoiſelle de Chattelherhault, 
by degrees, became reconciled to the 

ſtep ſne had taken, and began to an- 
ticipate days of comfort, which ſhe 
had once loſt all hopes of ever being 
able to bail Previous to her de- 
. parture 


_—" 
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parture from Scarborough, | the ace 
quainted her friends, Mr. and Mrs, 
Claver ing, ; with the connexion ſhe 
was likely to form. To Lady Ri- 
verſdale ſhe had written immediately 
after the deciſive interview with 
Strawbenzie, and very ſoon received 
an anſwer replete with the ſincereſt 
congratulations. 


The marriage of Fanny Clavering 
with Lord Riverſdale had occaſioned 
veronica much ſorrow, particularly 
as ſhe had heard that he was already 
indifferent to his amiable wife; as, 
however, no complaints appeared 
in her letters, Mademoiſelle flattered 
herſelf that report was not to be 

depended upon. | 
| On 
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On the third of October Lady 
Strawbenzie and her niece elect, ſet 
out to viſit the Dowager Counteſs of. - 
Lomond. BC Leh. 
T he- atten of Lomond-houſs 

was the moſt delightful that can poſ- 
ſibly be conceived, and the trees had 
yet a ſufficient verdure to give every 
proſpect its full beauty; to Veronicagy 
who peculiarly admired nature in the 
variegated mantle of late autumn 
the country now CO inexpreſlibly 
Tre” 200A 


The inhabitants of the manſion 
vhere Mademoiſelle now found her- 
felf, were, if poſſible, more intereſting 
3 „„ than 
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than the romantic ſcenery which ſur- 
rounded their domains, Lady Lo- 
mond, although verging upon her 
ſeventieth year, was poſſeſſed of fo 
much vivacity, and ſuch activity, 
that to perſons unacquainted with her 
real age, ſhe might very well have 
— for at leaſt ten years younger. 


= Ms two: - davghter, who, 
api loſt their parents, entirely 
reſided with her, conſtituted the whole 
of her permanent domeſtic circle. 
The elegant and amiable manners of 
theſe young women very ſoon gained 
them the eſteem and affection of 
Veronica, who in return failed not to 
Prove. equally agreeable, With the 
Counteſs 


VERONICA. 199 


Countels ſhe was alſo. very on u 
particular favourite; for, beſides 


the engaging ſweetneſs of her diſ- 


poſition, the old lady imagined that 
ſhe bore a very ſtrong reſem- 
blance to ſome part of her family, 
and ſo often dwelt upon this acci- 
dental likeneſs, that. Lady Straw- 
| benzie (ſs far does imagination lead 
a perſon) was almoſt tempted to fancy 
that ſhe could trace a ſimilarity of 
feature between Veronica and ſeveral 
of the family portraits which adorned 
Lady Lomond's dreſſing-room. 


The firſt week of Mademoilſelle's 
reſidence at Lomond, ſhe paſſed in 
rambling through the romantic coun- 
1 4 try 


— 
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ms try around it, and in ſurveying the 
various pictureſque views exhibited 


by the Lake, its verdant banks, and 
ſtupendous rocks. N 


About a mile from the houſe, on 
the borders of the Loch, ſtood the 
ruins of a caſtle, which tradition re- 
ports to have once | been the priſon 
of the unfortunate Mary, Queen of 
Scotland. To this ſpot was the fa- 
vourite walk of Veronica and her 
young friends.; and they frequently 
ſpent whole mornings in wandering 
through the deſerted pile, and ad- 
miring from thence the fine views 
of the Lake, and its. numerous 
iſlands, ile 
wm. There, 
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There, on the mouldering fragments 
of once ſplendid columns, would 
the intereſting group frequently ſeat. 
themſelves, and repeat, with tears, 
the ſad ſtory of poor Mary, calling. 
to their remembrance the unſpeakable 
misfortunes in which her imprudence 
involved her. Their party was often 
augmented by the Counteſs and Lady 
Strawbenzie; but more frequently 
by Janet, an old ſervant of the Lo- 
monds, who occupied a cottage built 
near the ruins of the caſtle, and whoſe 
ſon was ſuperintendent of the Loch 
and its iſlands, and kept boats for 
the accommodation of thoſe travel- 
lers whoſe curioſity led them to this. 
romantic ſpot. 21 | 
At 
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At the houſe of this old woman 
the Miſs Sydenhams kept a harp, 
upon which the eldeſt of them played 


with particular excellence; often, du- 


ring fine weather, ſhe would take it 
upon the lawn of the caſtle, and 
- whilſt Janet entertained them with 
« tales of other times,” excite ſuch 
tones as echo proudly repeate. 
delightful cadence from the ſurround- 
ing rocks. So fond was Mademoiſelle 
of excurſions to this ſpot, that not 
only morning viſits were paid to it, 
but afternoons frequently ſpent there. 


The harp of Catherine Sydenham 
was now joined by the guitar of Vero- 
* which ſhe touched in a moſt 
a elegant 
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elegant n manner; and often, unac- 
companied by the inſtrument of her 
friend, played airs ſo enchantingly deli- 
cate, as to occaſion the moſt exquiſite 
ſenſations in the boſoms of her atten · 
tive auditors. One plaintive tune, wink 
the appeared to have peculiar {kill in 
the execution ohits melancholy ſtrainsg 
had an equally powerful effect upon 
the performer and her friends, and 
never failed exciting copious floods 
of tears. When I ſay it had once 
been the favourite of the Marquis de 
Pontneuf, the reader will not be ſur- 
priſed at the emotions it raiſcd 1 in the 
breaſt of Veronica, 


Janet was now conſtantly with the 
young ladies when they came down 
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to the caſtle, and appeared particularly 
Intereſted with the agreeable young 
French woman. Whenever the fa- 
vourite air was repeated, ſhe never 
failed to accompany the tears of the 
charming muſician; not ſo much, per- 
haps, from feeling produced by the 
muſic, as for ſorrow at the diſtreſs 
which it appeared to occaſion to her 
favourite. She had been acquainted, 
by the Mifs Sydenhams, of Veronica I 
misfortunes, and had diſcernment 
enough to perceive, that the tune 
he ſo often repeated had been a fa- 
vourite with ſome of her murdered 
friends. 


poor lady !”” ſhe would often ſay 
do one of the Miſs Sydenhams, © hoo 
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my auld heart bleeds for her! hoo I - 
luys her, and then ſhe do fo bring 
to my mind the dear Lady Suſan! 
to be ſure ſhe is the varry ſelf and 
ſame.” Pray ye, Miſs, dun'not your 
Lady gran'ma think the ſame ? J juſt 
fancies I hear her bonny Ladyſhip 
ſpeak, and ſee her upo' th' rock. 


; Theſe converſations were ſo often 
repeated, that Veronica's curioſity 
| led her to inquire who this Lady 
Suſan was, and found that ſhe was 
a daughter of Lady Lomond's, 
who had been dead many years, and 
that it was her picture to which it 
was generally thought, by the family, 
ſhe had a "Os reſemblance. 
A fortnight 
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A fortnight had now elapſed lince 


Lady Strawbenzie's arrival at Lo- 


mond; and as a large party were 
expected to join her there in a few 
days, Veronica, and her friend Flora, 
for Miſs Sydenham was confined with 
the tooth- ache, the evening previous 
to the day on which the company 
were expected, determined on paſſing 
Aa few hours with Janet at the caftle, 
as it was probable they might not 
have an opportunity of again ſeeing 
her unaccompanied by their viſiters. 
They accordingly ſet out ſoon after 
dinner, and, having ſent down every 
thing neceſſary, propoſed taking their 
tea with the old woman. 


As 
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1 the moon was now nearly. at 
the full, and the evenings conſequently 
light, they were tempted to ſtay ra- 
ther later than uſual ; and, to pleaſe 
their old favourite after tea, repeated, 
in the lawn of the caſtle, thoſe de- 
lightful airs which afforded her ſuch 
peculiar 9 | 


Whilt en was playing, the 
old converſations reſpecting Queen 
Mary were renewed; and Janet re- 
peated ſome curious traditions of 


her, which were handed down from 


father to ſon in her family. This re- 

minding her of an old book which ſhe _ 
poſſeſſed, and which the had often 
promiſed to lend the young ladies, | 
| ſhe 
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ſhe immediately went to her cottage 


l During her abſence, Veronica again 
touched the chords of her inſtrument ; 
the favourite air was repeated. She 
was now ſeated upon the ſteps of a 
ruined portico, which formed the en- 
trance to a cloiſter that extended along 
the weſt front of the caſtle. She had 
ſcarcely commenced the piece of 
muſic, when ſomething, which ſhe 
_ conceived: to be a foofſtep , interrupted 
her. She turned towards the cloiſter 
fas whence the noiſe proceeded, 
and plainly perceived, through one 
of the Gothic arches, the tall figure 
of a man, muffled up in a wide 
1 coat, 


* 


3 
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0 He darted quickly from her 
view ; nor was ſhe able to diſtinguiſh 
the remoteſt echo of his ſteps. | 
Flora, who was ſeated on the rock 
which ſloped down to the water, was 
too far diſtant to have a diſtinct view 
of the cloiſter and Veronica. The 
terror of Mademoiſelle was ſo great, 
that ſhe could not call to her ; but 
beckoned in an earneſt manner, and 
baſtened towards the cottage of Janet. 
Her fear- was ſoon communicated 
to the old ; woman and Flora ; 
and they both endeavoured to per- 
ſuade her, that the ſhades of even- 
ing had moſt certainly deceived her: 
however, this ſhe could not, by any 
means, be brought to believe, but 
. i ; perſiſted 
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perſiſted in affirming, that - what ſhe 
nd ſeen, was a human „ 


This Sang | affair ſo die both 
the young ladies, that they durſt not, 
by any means, attempt to return home 
alone, and ſearcely to fit in the cot- 
tage without having the doors faſten- 
ed. 5 18 15 


Janet's ſon was on the water fin- 
ing, and was expected to return every 
minute. At length he arrived, and 
the ſiſpicions of the | young ladies, 


that a robber was certainly lurking 
about the caſtle, imparted to him. 
The ſame idea, which his mother and 
Miſs Sydenham had before ſtarted, 
that. it could only be the evening 
I; e 


ſhade which ſhifts! ſo often, and ſo | 
rapidly, was advanced, and attended 
with ſimilar ſucceſs, as Veronica 
could” not but believe that what 
ne had ſeen was a man. Con- 
vinced,: by the repeated aſſertions of 
Mademoiſelle, that het- fears could 
not poſſibly be without ſome founda- 
tion, Janet's ſon; taking his fowling- 
piece, immediately departed, in order 
to explore every part of the ruin. 
He very ſoon returned with an ; 
account that every thing was quiet, 
and that he could neither diſcover any 
one by ſearching, or calling aloud, in 
every part of the buildi ng. b l 13 


| Whilſt the young ladies were thus 
detained at the caſtle until a much later 
: hour 
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hour than they had ever been before, 
their friends at Lomond-houſe were 
under the greateſt anxiety imaginable ; 
and the Counteſs ſo extremely un- 
happy about them, that the chaiſe Was 
in conſequence ſent off in order to 
bring them home, and reached the 
door of Janet's cottage as the young 
ladies were about to return under the 
care of the honeſt fiſherman. 


Ahe je fright which Veronica had un- 
dergone was ſoon: made known to the 
family, and diſtreſſed Lady Lomond 
ſo much, that ſhe-abſolutely prohibited 
her grand-daughte rs from ever again 
viſiting the caſtle, unleſs ; accompanied 
* a dick Per. 
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